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Explanatory Notes
The Organization of the Standards
The standards are organized according to the pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
- Creed, Sacraments and Liturgy, the Moral Life, Prayer.
Within each pillar, the standards are broken into sub-sections. These are the same
throughout the grades, so it is possible to track what is taught about, for example,
Revelation, across the levels.
Each standard is numbered to reflect it’s pillar, subsection, order within that subsection, and
grade.

Citations
Most standards have a citation from a paragraph or paragraphs of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (e.g. § 2547) or from the Bible.

Color Coding and Abbreviations
Standards are black (core for that grade level), green (preview of material that will be taught
comprehensively and reinforced in subsequent grades) and red (review of material taught at
a prior level.) Notes in blue are suggestions or strategies that have worked at that level.
Please note that suggestions for more material to include in the blue sections are welcome!
SWBAT = “Students will be able to....”

Thematic Units
Since classes are not taught point-by-point through the Catechism, thematic units are
available for each grade which group the relevant standards into units for teaching. The link
for each collection of thematic units is at the beginning of the standards for a particular
grade.

Integration with Parish Sacrament Preparation Programs
In grades where there is immediate preparation for the sacraments (second, sixth, seventh,
eighth), there is a link to the summary of the parish program for that year and the web site.

Kindergarten Goals and Objectives
The goals of the Kindergarten program are to help young children discover their membership in a
larger family, the church. They are introduced to the stories of our tradition in the Bible, the family of
the saints and basic prayers. Families are asked to read with their children at home to help reinforce
the concepts presented in class.
The thematic units for this grade will be coming soon!

I-

Section one of the Catechism

1.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.K

SWBAT discover that God wants us to know God is - who made us and who loves us.

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.K
I.A.2.b.K
I.A.2.c.K

SWBAT describe God as the Father of everyone.
SWBAT recall God is also the Father of Jesus.
SWBAT recognize Jesus and God sent the Holy Spirit to be in the church.

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
1.A.3.a.K
1.A.3.b.K
1.A.3.c.K
1.A.3.d.K

SWBAT explain that God made all the elements and parts of the earth.
SWBAT explain that God made all the animals and people.
SWBAT name the ‘days’ of creation in Genesis 1.
SWBAT articulate that we should take care of the earth because it is a special gift from
God.

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.K
I.A.4.b.K
I.A.4.c.K
I.A.4.d.K
I.A.4.e.K

SWBAT recognize Jesus is the Son of God.
SWBAT understand Jesus was a human being. He breathed, bled, and grew up just
like we do.
SWBAT discuss that Jesus was born because God wanted to tell us in a special way
how much we are loved.
SWBAT recognize Jesus now lives with God.
SWBAT infer that Jesus can be close to each one of us because he now lives with God.
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I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.K
I.A.5.b.K

SWBAT recall that the Spirit lives in the church.
SWBAT recall that the Spirit lives in each one of us.

I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.K
I.A.6.b.K
I.A.6.c.K

SWBAT articulate that even though we can’t see God, we know that God is near to us.
SWBAT express that we can pray to God and tell God that we love him.
SWBAT understand that the whole church helps to remind us what is important about
God and why it is important to believe.

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.K
I.B.1.b.K
I.B.1.c.K
I.B.1.d.K
I.B.1.e.K
I.B.1.f.K
I.B.1.g.K
I.B.1.h.K

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.K
I.B.2.b.K
I.B.2.c.K

I.B.3

SWBAT describe the Bible as a special book that has stories about God in it.
SWBAT understand that people wrote the Bible to tell us about God.
SWBAT recall that the Spirit helped people to write the Bible.
SWBAT recall that because the Spirit helped to write the Bible, we call it the Word of
God.
SWBAT articulate that people in the Bible were real people who lived a long time ago.
This wasn’t a fairy tale.
SWBAT discover that people in the Bible lived in small towns, farmed, and wore
different clothes than we do.
SWBAT articulate that people in the Bible didn’t have electricity, running water or
bathrooms inside.
SWBAT compare that people in the Bible lived in families, learned about God and
came together to worship God just like we do.

SWBAT articulate that God created the world. God started with nothing and made
everything.
SWBAT recall that prophets from long ago wrote about what God wanted people to
hear.
SWBAT discover that we still listen to these old messages because God still wants us to
hear from God.

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.K
I.B.3.b.K
I.B.3.c.K
I.B.3.d.K

SWBAT recall that Jesus was born at Bethlehem.
SWBAT describe Jesus’ family. His parents were Mary and Joseph.
SWBAT discuss that Jesus went to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple there.
SWBAT articulate that Jesus taught many people.
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I.B.3.e.K
I.B.3.f.K
I.B.3.g.K
I.B.3.h.K
I.B.3.i.K
I.B.3.j.K
I.B.3.k.K
I.B.3.l.K
I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.K

I.C

SWBAT understand that Jesus taught us to love God and to love each other. (Mark
12:30)
SWBAT recall that Jesus healed people and told us to take care of each other.
SWBAT discuss that Jesus asked us to listen to him and to follow him.
SWBAT that Jesus performed miracles.
SWBAT discuss that Jesus gave us communion so that we could remember him
forever.
SWBAT recognize that Jesus died on the Cross.
SWBAT recall that Jesus rose from the dead.
SWBAT recall that we are going to rise from the dead like Jesus, because he promised.

SWBAT to use the following psalms in prayer: 89, 139, 63, 136, 23, 150

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.K
I.C.1.b.K

SWBAT articulate that families are special. Our families love us, take care of us and
help us to know about God.
SWBAT deduce that the church is a kind of big family. It does the same things for us
that our families do.

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.2.a.K

SWBAT articulate that everyone in the church is part of the family of God.

I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.K
I.C.3.b.K
I.C.3.c.K

SWBAT recall that the name of our church is St. Alphonsus.
SWBAT identify that there are special places in the church: altar, font, ambo,
tabernacle.
SWBAT identify that there are pictures and statues in the church to remind us about
God and the saints.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.K
I.C.4.b.K

SWBAT discuss that we become members of the church when we get baptized.
SWBAT explain that when we walk into the church building, we remind ourselves of
our baptism when we dip our hands in the holy water and make the sign of the Cross.

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.K

SWBAT discover that the saints were holy people who lived lives just like us.
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I.C.5.b.K
I.C.5.c.K
I.C.5.d.K
I.C.5.e.K
I.C.5.f.K
I.C.5.g.K
I.C.5.h.K
I.C.5.i.K
I.C.5.j.K
I.C.5.i.K

SWBAT differentiate between angels and saints. Saints were people. Angels don’t
have bodies.
SWBAT assert that our goal is to become saints, not angels.
SWBAT describe the saints as those who loved God and did what Jesus asked. That is
what made them saints.
SWBAT explain that the saints each have a special feast day which celebrates the day
they went to heaven.
SWBAT celebrate one feast day per month: learning about the saint and completing a
small project to help them remember the saint.
SWBAT recall that Mary was Jesus’ mother.
SWBAT understand that we call Mary the Mother of God, since Jesus was God.
SWBAT articulate that Mary is a very special saint, since she was Jesus’ mother.
SWBAT recall that Mary is our mother, too, since Jesus shares her with us.
SWBAT recall that Mary is always willing to help us to follow Jesus.

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.a.K
II.A.b.K
II.A.c.K
II.A.d.K

SWBAT understand that God wants us to celebrate his love for us.
SWBAT recall that all year long, the church celebrates about God.
SWBAT discuss that we have special celebrations every day called the mass.
SWBAT explain that we have special times of the year, called seasons, to remember
important things about God.

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.1.a.K

II.A.1.b.K
II.A.1.c.K
II.A.1.d.K
II.A.1.e.K

SWBAT respond to the basic dialogues of the mass.
<
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
<
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.
<
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
<
Alleluia.
<
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.\
<
....through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SWBAT discuss that mass is a special time when we remember all the things that God
has done for us and thank God.
SWBAT recognize that everyone has a part to play in mass. Our job is to pray along
with the priest, sing the songs, and listen to God’s word.
SWBAT recall that Jesus gave us the mass so that we could know that he is with us
always.
SWBAT conclude that because Jesus is with us at mass, we are respectful.

II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
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II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.K
II.A.3.b.K
II.A.3.c.K
II.A.3.d.K
II.A.3.e.K
II.A.3.f.K
II.A.3.g.K

II.B

SWBAT recognize that Advent is before Christmas. We wait for Jesus to come to our
world again.
SWBAT recall that Christmas is when Jesus was born.
SWBAT recall that Ash Wednesday begins Lent.
SWBAT explain that Lent is a time when we ask God to help us to become better
people.
SWBAT explain that Lent is a time when we help others, especially the poor.
SWBAT identify the Three Days (Triduum) are a special time to remember how much
Jesus loves us.
SWBAT recall that Easter is the celebration of Jesus coming back from death.

Sacraments in general

II.B.a.K
II.B.b.K

SWBAT recognize that there are special signs in the church that show us God’s love.
SWBAT identify three of these special signs: baptism, communion and marriage.

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.1.a.K
II.B.1.b.K
II.B.1.c.K

SWBAT remember that when we are baptized we are made part of God’s family.
SWBAT recall that when we are baptized, we are made a brother or sister to Jesus.
SWBAT dramatize that hen we are baptized, it is with water being poured and the
priest saying “I baptized you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.K

SWBAT articulate that we can always say that we are sorry and God will forgive us.

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation
II.B.3.a.K

II.C

SWBAT describe marriage as a special way for two people to love each other, take
care of each other and take care of their children.

Sacramentals

II.C.a.K
II.C.b.K
II.C.c.K

SWBAT identify the crucifix as a sign that reminds us that Jesus died for us because he
loved us.
SWBAT recall that ashes remind us that we are sorry for our sins.
SWBAT recall that palms remind us that people knew that Jesus was special and was
like a king.
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III- Section three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.K

SWBAT articulate that we are able to choose right things. Sometimes we choose to do
wrong things.

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.K
III.A.1.b.K

SWBAT point out that we are all able to share with each other.
SWBAT infer that we want to be kind and loving to each other like Jesus was.

III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.K
III.C.b.K

SWBAT articulate that we are all responsible for taking care of each other.
SWBAT discover that the small things that we do for other people add up to big things
that are very good.

III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.K

SWBAT relate that we all need to share our money and our things with the poor.

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.K

SWBAT articulate that fighting is never the way to solve problems. People should learn
to make peace.

III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.K

SWBAT explain that we all need to take care of the earth because God gave it to us.

III.D Sexuality
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IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.K
IV.A.b.K

SWBAT describe prayer as talking to God.
SWBAT conclude that prayer is a way of showing our love for God.

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.K

SWBAT recall that Jesus taught us how to pray.

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.K
IV.B.1.b.K
IV.B.1.c.K
IV.B.1.d.K
IV.B.1.e.K

SWBAT describe that some prayers are said out loud.
SWBAT describe that some prayers are just in our hearts.
SWBAT articulate that we can pray to thank God.
SWBAT articulate that we can ask God for help.
SWBAT articulate that we can ask God to take care of other people.

IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.K
IV.B.2.b.K
IV.B.2.c.K
IV.B.2.d.k
IV.B.2.e.K
IV.B.2.f.K

SWBAT make the Sign of the Cross.
SWBAT recite the Glory be to the Father.
SWBAT recite Grace before meals.
SWBAT recite Angel of God.
Students will be introduced to the Hail Mary.
Students will be introduced to the Our Father.
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First Year Goals and Objectives
The goals of the First Year curriculum are to introduce students to a structured study of their faith. The
concentration is on 1) helping them to begin to understand their creation by a loving God; 2) helping
them to learn the formal prayers of the church and to begin a life of prayer; 3) to help them to
understand their membership in the church.
Thematic Units for First Year

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.1st
SWBAT articulate that we have three names for God - Father, Son and Spirit. (§ 232234)
I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.1st
I.A.3.b.1st
I.A.3.c.1st
I.A.3.d.1st
I.A.3.e.1st
I.A.3.f.1st
I.A.3.g.1st

SWBAT articulate that God the Father is the creator of the world. (§ 279, 290-292,
338)
SWBAT explain that God made us because God loves us. (§ 27)
SWBAT discuss that we are all created by God and that every human being is special.
(§ 339)
SWBAT discover that God calls each one of us by name. (cf Is. 43:1)
SWBAT infer that God wants everyone to know God, because he loves us. (§ 51)
SWBAT describe that God’s creation is good. (§ 289)
SWBAT give examples of how God takes care of all that he has made. (§ 301)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.1st

SWBAT describe that Jesus was a human being and the son of God. (§ 457, 464)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.1st

SWBAT understand that God is still with the church in the form of the Spirit. (§ 737738)
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I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.1st

SWBAT describe “faith” as a gift which helps us to believe. (§ 2609-10)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.1st
I.B.1.b.1st
I.B.1.c.1st
I.B.1.d.1st
I.B.1.e.1st

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.1st

I.B.3

SWBAT recognize that God speaks to us in many ways.
SWBAT describe the Bible as the special word of God. (§ 104)
SWBAT describe the Bible as the story of the faith of believers for thousands of years.
(§ 201, 105-106)
SWBAT understand that the Bible is divided into the Old and New Testaments.
SWBAT distinguish between the events of the Bible, which happened a long time ago
and fairy tales or other forms of fiction.

SWBAT retell the stories in the Bible that tell us how God has created and loved the
world. (§ 291-292) (Ultimately, they will know that this story is a myth, written to tell
us theological truths and not natural history. At this age, some may take the story
literally, others as a fairy tale, others be confused by the overlap between Adam and Eve
and the dinosaurs. We should be careful to not totally confuse them, but patient
enough to realize that eventually it will make more sense to them. Cf § 337)

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.1st
I.B.3.b.1st
I.B.3.c.1st
I.B.3.d.1st
I.B.3.e.1st
I.B.3.f.1st
I.B.3.g.1st
I.B.3.h.1st
I.B.3.i.1st
I.B.3.j.1st

SWBAT the books in the Bible where we find the story of Jesus as the Gospels.
SWBAT retell in their own words the infancy stories from Matthew and Luke.
SWBAT identify Mary as Jesus' mother. (§ 486,494)
SWBAT identify Mary as someone who believed strongly in God's promises.(§
484,489)
SWBAT describe how Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist.
SWBAT retell the story of the temptations in the desert and relate this story to the
season of Lent.
SWBAT give examples of how Jesus' mission was to preach and to heal.
SWBAT show familiarity with the image of the Good Shepherd and describe how Jesus
cares for us.
SWBAT identify Jesus' concern for the poor and relate it to our mission to care for the
poor.
SWBAT retell the events of the Passion and Resurrection in their own words.
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I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.1st

I.C

SWBAT to use Psalm 23 in prayer.

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.1st
I.C.1.b.1st

SWBAT identify the church as the family of God. (§ 753)
SWBAT define the church as those who believe in Jesus. (§ 764)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.2.a.1st

SWBAT understand that our parish is part of the church throughout the world.

I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.1st

SWBATidentify the altar, ambo, font, tabernacle, shrine to the Blessed Mother and the
Stations of the Cross in our parish church.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.1st
I.C.4.b.1st

SWBAT describe that being part of the church means believing, worshiping and
serving. (§ 166-167, 2084, 898)
SWBAT understand that we are all called to live lives of holiness, and to become saints.
(§ 2013)

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.1st
I.C.5.b.1st
I.C.5.c.1st

SWBAT compare how Mary is the Mother of Jesus and our mother. (§ 501)
SWBAT identify the following saints: St. Francis, St. Peter, St. Mary Magdalene, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton.
SWBAT identify their own patron saint.

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.a.1st

SWBAT describe what cantors and lectors do and how a person becomes one.

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.1.a.1st

SWBAT identify two main divisions of the mass - Word and Eucharist. (§ 1346)
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II.A.1.b.1st
II.A.1.c.1st
II.A.1.d.1st
II.A.1.e.1st
II.A.1.f.1st
II.A.1.g.1st

II.A.1.h.1st
II.A.1.i.1st
II.A.1.j.1st
II.A.1.k.1st

SWBAT recognize that the Liturgy of the Word comes from the Scriptures. (§ 1349)
SWBAT use the congregational responses in the Liturgy of the Word.
SWBAT give examples of howin the mass we bless and thank God, our Father. (§
1083)
SWBAT infer that we celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection at mass every Sunday. (§
1168)
SWBAT describe the Eucharist as the Body and Blood of Christ. (§ 1374)
SWBAT join in with and respond to the following parts of the mass:
<
Refrain to a simple Gloria
<
Lord have mercy
<
Alleluia
<
Holy
<
Amen
SWBAT sing the Latin phrase Gloria in excelsis Deo and know what it means.
SWBAT define the word "Amen." (§ 1062-1064)
SWBAT offer and to respond to the Sign of Peace.
SWBAT recognize that we go to Mass on Sunday to keep Sunday holy. (§ 2192)

II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.1st
II.A.3.b.1st
II.A.3.c.1st
II.A.3.d.1st
II.A.3.e.1st
II.A.3.f.1st

II.B

SWBAT understand that the church has a calendar celebrating Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection. (§ 1171)
SWBAT describe what events in the life of Jesus are celebrated during Christmas and
Easter.
SWBAT recall when we observe Advent and be able to describe two traditions
connected to that season.
SWBAT recall when we observe Lent and that it begins on Ash Wednesday.
SWBAT describe Lent as a time of fasting, good deeds and greater prayer.
SWBAT describe what we celebrate on the Feast of All Saints.

Sacraments in general

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.1.a.1st
II.B.1.b.1st
II.B.1.c.1st
II.B.1.d.1st
II.B.1.e.1st

SWBAT categorize baptism as the first sacrament.
SWBAT explain that baptism gives us membership in the family of God and in the
church. (§ 1213)
SWBAT explain that baptism forgives all our sins.
SWBAT reenact how baptism is done by pouring water and invoking the Trinity.
(§1239)
SWBAT identify why holy water fonts are placed at the doors of the church and will be
able to make the connection between them and baptism.
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II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.1st

SWBAT name in the sacrament of Penance we celebrate the forgiveness of sins. (§
1422)

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation

II.C

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.1st
III.A.b.1st
III.A.c.1st

SWBAT discuss that God has expectations for our moral life. (§ 2012-2013)
SWBAT identify that we must love God more than anything. (§ 2083)
SWBAT explain that we have the ability to make choices. (§ 1731-33)

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.1st

SWBAT infer that Jesus shows us how to live. (§ 459)

III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.1st
III.A.2.b.1st
III.A.2.c.1st

SWBAT articulate examples of wrong and sin and corresponding examples of good and
virtue. (§ 1849)
SWBAT describe that God gives us help (God’s grace), to live according to God’s will.
(§ 1996)
SWBAT identify that sometimes we sin by disobeying God and hurting others. (§ 1849)

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy
III.A.3.a.1st
III.A.3.b.1st
III.A.3.c.1st

SWBAT infer that sometimes we hurt one another and must say we are sorry. (§ 1440,
2631)
SWBAT discuss that when we say we are sorry, God our loving Father is always ready
to forgive us. (§ 1847)
SWBAT indicate that every sin can be forgiven by God. (§ 2839)

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.1st
III.B.b.1st

SWBAT identify that we have been given Ten Commandments.
SWBAT describe keeping the commandments as a way of keeping a promise made to
God.
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III.B.c.1st
III.B.d.1st
III.B.e.1st
III.B.f.1st
III.B.g.1st

SWBAT understand that Jesus summed up all of the Law in the Great Commandments.
(cf Mt. 22:37-40, Mk 12:28-33, LK 10:27)
SWBAT give examples of obeying the commandment to honor our father and mother.
(§ 2215)
SWBAT identify that it is wrong to take what belongs to someone else. (§ 2401)
SWBAT articulate why we should always tell the truth. (§ 2464)
SWBAT describe why we should not be jealous of one another. (§ 2514)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.1st

SWBAT give examples of how and why Christians are to be concerned for the poor. (§
2443-2444)

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.1st
III.C.2.b.1st
III.C.2.c.1st

SWBAT identify that God’s family includes all people. (§ 1934-35)
SWBAT infer that because all life come from God, every human life is holy. (§ 2258)
SWBAT describe how God wants us to love and respect other persons. (§ 2331)

III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.1st

SWBAT conclude that because God’s creation is good that we should respect it and
care for it. (§ 2415)

III.D Sexuality

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.1st
IV.A.b.1st

SWBAT describe that when we pray, we talk to God. (§ 2559)
SWBAT demonstrate that we can pray aloud or silently in our hearts. (§ 2700, 2709)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.1st

SWBAT identify that Jesus taught us how to pray in the Our Father. (§ 2759)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.1st

SWBAT express their prayer through movement and their senses as well as in words. (§
2702)
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IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.1st

SWBAT recite the following prayers by heart:
<
Our Father
<
Glory Be
<
Sign of the Cross
<
Hail Mary
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Second Grade Goals and Objectives
The goals of the second grade curriculum focus on preparing the students for the sacraments of
reconciliation and the Eucharist. In the course of this preparation, they concentrate upon 1) the life
and person of Jesus; 2) how the church celebrates the sacraments in its liturgy; 3) how they can draw
closer to God in prayer and in the sacraments.
Thematic Units for Second Grade
Integration of Second Grade curriculum with the parish program of preparation for Penance and
Eucharist

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.2nd
I.A.2.b.2nd
I.A.2.c.2nd

SWBAT identify that the summary of our faith as a church can be found in the Nicene
Creed. (§ 195)
SWBAT define the three names for God as the Trinity. (§ 253)
SWBAT distinguish between the actions and attributes of each member of the Trinity.
(§ 254-255) (E.g - They will be able to distinguish between Father, Son and Spirit, and
know that Jesus died on the Cross.)

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.2nd
I.A.3.b.2nd
1.A.3.c.2nd

SWBAT give examples of ways our God speaks to us through the greatness and beauty
of creation. (§ 41,50)
SWBAT describe how God shows himself to us through nature so we can know and
love him. (§ 41, 52)
SWBAT recognize that our lives are a gift from God and that we live our lives in
response to that gift. (§ 299)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.2nd
I.A.4.b.2nd
I.A.4.c.2nd

SWBAT articulate in their own words that God became human in the person of Jesus
so that we could know the Father’s love. (§ 458)
SWBAT describe how we follow Jesus as the way, truth and the life. (§ 1698)
SWBAT articulate that Jesus saves us from our sins through his life and death. (§ 430,
601)
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I.A.4.d.2nd

SWBAT articulate that Jesus’ Resurrection is at the center of our faith. (§ 638, 1 Cor
15:17)

1.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.2nd

SWBAT to identify that God has sent the Spirit so we can know Jesus’ love for us. (§
683)

1.A.6 What it means to believe

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.2nd

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.2nd

I.B.3

SWBAT distinguish between the Old Testament (the story of the Jewish people before
Jesus) and the New Testament (the story of Jesus and the early church.)

SWBAT identify and retell in their own words the following stories belonging to the
Old Testament:
<
The creation of the world
<
How sin came into the world
<
Noah’s Ark
<
The story of Moses and the Ten Commandments

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.2nd
I.B.3.b.2nd
I.B.3.c.2nd

I.B.3.d.2nd

SWBAT recall the names of the four gospels.
SWBAT describe that the Christian Scriptures are the Gospels and the other writings of
the community after Jesus’ death.
SWBAT identify and discuss the following events in the life of Jesus:
<
Annunciation
<
Infancy narratives
<
Baptism by John the Baptist
<
Call of the disciples
<
Healing miracles
<
The miracle of the loaves and fishes
<
The Last Supper
<
The Passion and resurrection
<
The story of Emmaus in Luke 24.
SWBAT demonstrate familiarity with the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and
show the connection between this image and the sacrament of penance.
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I.B.3.e.2nd

I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.2nd

I.C

SWBAT retell at least two of these stories in their own words:
<
The lost sheep (Lk 15:4-7)
<
The Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11 ff)
<
Zaccheus (Lk 19:1-10)

SWBAT to use Psalms 23 and 34 in prayer.

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.2nd
I.C.1.b.2nd

SWBAT give examples of what the church believes, the church at worship, and how
Christians serve in the world.
SWBAT to identify that the church is the People of God and the Body of Christ. (753,
777)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.2nd

SWBAT identify roles and work within the church, both professional and volunteer,
and to give examples of people in their parish fulfilling those roles.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.2nd SWBAT identify their families as the smallest unit of the church. (§ 2207)
I.C.4.b.2nd SWBAT articulate that coming to the table of the Eucharist is another step which binds
them into membership in the church. (§ 1396)
I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.2nd
I.C.5.b.2nd

SWBAT identify Mary as the first Christian, a model for all Christians.
SWBAT will be able to identify and describe the attributes of the following saints:
Therese, Alphonsus, John the Baptist, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Angela, St. John
Bosco, St. Frances Cabrini, St. Francis of Assisi (Note those already introduced in
Kindergarten and 1st grades.)
Strategy: Choose a saint and present him/her in a living ‘museum of saints.’
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II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.a.2nd
II.A.b.2nd

SWBAT explain that the reason why we celebrate the Eucharist together on Sunday is
that Christ rose on the first day of the week. (§ 2174)
SWBAT explain that Jesus, risen from the dead, now shares his life of love in the
sacraments. (§ 1084).

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.1.a.2nd

SWBAT articulate that all present at mass have their own active part to play in the
celebration. (§ 1348) They will be able to describe and demonstrate their actions in
the assembly as:
<
Remembering - We remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus in the
way that he asked us - "When you do this, remember me."
<
Listening - We listen to the Word of God and take those words into our hearts.
<
Giving Thanks and Praise - We, along with the priest at the altar, give thanks
and praise for the gift of our lives, for the gift of Jesus' life, and God's salvation of
us in Christ's sacrifice.
<
Receiving and Sharing - We receive Christ's Body and Blood. This gift
nourishes us to be the Body of Christ in the world, sharing the Word of God
and doing what Christ would do.

II.A.1.b.2nd

SWBAT respond to and participate in the following:
<
The responses in the Liturgy of the Word
<
The Prayer of the Faithful
<
The preface dialogue
<
The memorial acclamation
<
The Sign of Peace
<
The Lamb of God
II.A.1.c.2nd SWBAT describe why we have an opening procession and what it signifies. (§ 1348)
II.A.1.d.2nd SWBAT identify how Christ is present in the liturgy in Word and Sacrament. (§ 1070)
II.A.1.e.2nd SWBAT define the word Alleluia as "Praise God."
II.A.1.f.2nd SWBAT describe the functions of the following in the mass:
<
Priest / presider
<
Deacon
<
Cantor
<
Lector
<
Eucharistic Minister
<
Server
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II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.2.a.2nd
II.A.2.b.2nd

SWBAT show a basic familiarity with the rosary and know how it is prayed.
SWBAT recall Joyful mysteries and use them in prayer.
Strategy: Take the lead in the May Crowning and recitation of the Rosary.

II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.2nd
II.A.3.b.2nd

SWBAT identify when Advent and Lent occur and how we observe the seasons.
SWBAT describe the events of Holy Week and how they correspond to the days of the
Triduum.
Strategy: Take the lead in presenting Tenebrae.

II.B

Sacraments in general

II.B.a.2nd
II.B.b.2nd

SWBAT explain how and when Christ instituted the seven sacraments. (§ 1210)
SWBAT to name the seven sacraments.

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.1.a.2nd
II.B.1.b.2nd
II.B.1.c.2nd
II.B.1.d.2nd
II.B.1.e.2nd
II.B.1.f.2nd
II.B.1.g.2nd
II.B.1.h.2nd
II.B.1.i.2nd
II.B.1.j.2nd
II.B.1.k.2nd
II.B.1.l.2nd

SWBAT classify Baptism , Confirmation and Eucharist as sacraments that make us part
of the church. (§ 1212)
SWBAT explain why we profess our faith in connection with baptism and the other
sacraments of initiation. (§ 186, 189, 1153, 1270)
SWBAT demonstrate how to respond to the baptismal promises with "I do."
SWBAT describe that the two essential effects of Baptism are the forgiveness of sins,
original and personal, and new birth in the Holy Spirit. (§ 1262)
SWBAT identify the words of institution.
SWBAT define the word Eucharist as thanksgiving.
SWBAT explain that in the Mass, bread and wine are changed into the Body and Blood
of Christ. (§ 1333)
SWBAT define the meaning of the term "Real Presence."
SWBAT recognize and describe the Eucharist as the source of our life as Christians and
that it unites us with Christ. (§ 1324, 1391)
SWBAT describe the connection between the Last Supper and the mass.
SWBAT articulate that to receive Holy Communion we must be free from serious sin
and fast from food and drink for one hour before receiving. (§ 1385-87)
SWBAT demonstrate how to receive communion in all three options: (in the hand,
from the cup and on the tongue).
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II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.2nd
II.B.2.b.2nd
II.B.2.c.2nd
II.B.2.d.2nd
II.B.2.e.2nd
II.B.2.f.2nd
II.B.2.g.2nd

II.B.2.h.2nd
II.B.2.i.2nd
II.B.2.j.2nd

SWBAT to describe Penance and the Anointing of the Sick as sacraments of healing (§
1421)
SWBAT to connect the three names for the sacrament of Penance - confession,
reconciliation and penance - as three names for the same sacrament.
SWBAT articulate that God offers us his mercy and forgiveness in the sacrament of
Penance. (§ 1422)
SWBAT describe in their own words the ways in which God is always calling us back to
himself. (§ 1428)
SWBAT describe that in the sacrament of Penance, God forgives sins through the
ministry of the priest. (§ 1461)
SWBAT articulate that the priest keeps secret all sins confessed to him. (§ 1467)
SWBAT to explain that the process of the receiving the sacrament of Penance consists
of being sorry for our sins, (contrition) admitting our sins (confession), asking
forgiveness (receiving absolution) and doing penance. (§ 1450-60)
SWBAT infer that when we celebrate the sacrament of Penance, we should have the
intention to not sin again. (§ 1491)
SWBAT explain that penances of prayer or good deeds are given to us so that we can
learn better to live lives of holiness and to turn from sin.
SWBAT describe that Jesus cares about the sick and has the power to heal them. (§
1503)

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation
II.B.3.a.2nd
II.B.3.b.2nd
II.B.3.c.2nd

II.C

SWBAT define marriage as a sacrament and a covenant between a woman and a man.
(§ 1601)
SWBAT describe that the love between husband and wife reminds us of God’s love for
us. (§ 1604)
SWBAT identify that priests are called in a special way to represent Jesus Christ when
presenting to God the prayer of the Church. (§ 1552)

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.2nd
III.A.b.2nd
III.A.c.2nd

SWBAT relate how God’s gift of free will enables us to choose what is good and avoid
evil. (§ 1732)
SWBAT describe how we follow our conscience to do what is good and avoid evil. (§
1713)
SWBAT examine their consciences in preparation for the sacrament of Penance. (§
1454)
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III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.2nd SWBAT describe how we show that we are following Jesus through our actions. (§
1700)
III.A.1.b.2nd SWBAT give examples of the principle that Christian morality involves not only
avoiding evil, but seeking to do good. (§ 1733)
III.A.1.c.2nd SWBAT make the connection that we become the holy people God wants us to be
with prayer and constant practice of the good. (§ 1804)
III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.2nd SWBAT recognize that the Word of God and the church teach us to know what is right
and wrong. (§ 1785)
III.A.2.b.2nd SWBAT to define sin as an action or desire which is against God’s law. (§ 1849, 1871)
III.A.2.c.2nd SWBAT describe ways that sin harms our loving relationship with God. (§ 386)
III.A.3 Penitence and mercy
III.A.3.a.2nd SWBAT to explain that we are sorry for our sins because our sins keep us from God. (§
1431)
III.A.3.b.2nd SWBAT to explain that God acts through the priest in sacramental penance to forgive
our sins. (§ 1441-1442)
III.A.3.c.2nd SWBAT understand that God forgives all our sins if we are sorry and we ask for God’s
mercy. (§1470)

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.2nd
III.B.b.2nd

III.B.c.2nd

SWBAT identify the two "Great Commandments."
SWBAT to describe that the Ten Commandments were given to people so that they
will know how to live. (§ 1962, 2067) (Note that they do not have to memorize them
this year, although knowing as many as they are able is fine.)
SWBAT explain that love of neighbor is inseparable from love of God. This
commandment comes from Christ. (§ 1878, 1970, 1972)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.2nd SWBAT articulate examples of ways that they can make a difference in the world
around them, exercising responsibility for others. (§ 1913-1915)
III.C.1.b.2nd SWBAT participate in at least one class activity that involves social service.
III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
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III.C.2.a.2nd SWBAT give examples of peacemaking and reconciliation in their own lives.
III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.D

Sexuality

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.2nd
IV.A.b.2nd

SWBAT describe prayer as raising our mind and heart to God. (§ 2559)
SWBAT identify that there are different forms of prayer: adoration, prayer of request,
prayer for others, thanksgiving, and praise. (§ 2626 - 2643)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.2nd

SWBAT describe how the Spirit teaches us to pray. (§ 741, Romans 8:26)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.2nd SWBAT memorize an Act of Contrition.
IV.B.2.b.2nd SWBAT memorize a prayer to say following communion.
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Third Grade Goals and Objectives
The Third Grade curriculum concentrates on what it means to belong to the church. Themes taught in
first and second grades are repeated in greater depth, as the students are growing in their
understanding. They specifically explore 1) how the church functions; 2) what the church believes in
the Creed; 3) how the church depends upon Scripture; 4) how the church worships through the
sacraments.
Thematic Units for Third Grade

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.3rd
I.A.1.b.3rd
I.A.1.c.3rd

SWBAT describe that God speaks to us and tells us about himself. (§ 50)
SWBAT give examples of the ways that God speaks to us through creation, human
history and in a special way through Jesus. (§ 50)
SWBAT give examples of ways that God speaks to us through the Church and through
the Bible. (§ 97, 98)

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.3rd
I.A.2.b.3rd
I.A.2.c.3rd

SWBAT distinguish between God as Creator and Jesus as the Son of God.
SWBAT articulate that through God’s love, we can participate in the life of God, the
life of the Trinity. (§ 1997, 2021)
SWBAT memorize the Apostle’s Creed.

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.3rd
I.A.3.b.3rd

SWBAT discuss that God calls each one of us by name, and thus our names are sacred.
(§ 2158)
SWBAT discuss what it means to say that every human life is created in the image and
likeness of God. (§ 2319)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.3rd
I.A.4.b.3rd
I.A.4.c.3rd
I.A.4.d.3rd

SWBAT describe in their own words Jesus' mission and basic teaching. (§ 517-521)
SWBAT characterize Jesus Christ as son of God, as savior and redeemer. (§ 571)
SWBAT recognize that Jesus died for everyone. (§ 605, 629)
SWBAT articulate that God raised Jesus from the dead. (§ 638,651)
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I.A.4.e.3rd
I.A.4.f.3rd

SWBAT infer that in Jesus Christ our Savior, we receive grace that restores what sin has
damaged. (§ 1708)
SWBAT articulate that through grace, God offers us the gift of eternal life. (§ 1996)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.3rd
I.A.5.b.3rd

SWBAT infer that because of the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to do what God
asks of us. (§ 736; Acts 2)
SWBAT articulate that the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Blessed Trinity, makes us
holy. (243, 245, 263)

I.A.6 What it means to believe

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.3rd
I.B.1.b.3rd
I.B.1.c.3rd
I.B.1.d.3rd
I.B.1.e.3rd

I.B.2

SWBAT find the Old Testament and New Testament in the Bible.
SWBAT find chapters and verses in the Bible.
SWBAT memorize the titles of the books of the New Testament.
SWBAT identify Nazareth, Jerusalem and the sea of Galilee on a basic map of the Holy
Land.
SWBAT recognize the concept of the Reign of God and be able to connect it to how
God wants people to live in this world and in the next. (§ 2816-2820)

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.3rd

I.B.2.b.3rd

SWBAT disucss the following about Jews: (§ 839, 574 ff)
<
They are the first believers in God.
<
They were the writers of the Hebrew Scriptures.
<
They lived in Israel.
<
They celebrate important religious holidays, especially Passover.
<
They have a moral code, the Ten Commandments, that we still follow.
<
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, as well as the first disciples, were all Jews.
<
Jews now live all over the world, as well as in Israel.
<
Jews still believe and worship as they did in Jesus' time.
SWBAT recognize that Jesus and the early church prayed in the Jewish tradition. (§
1096, 2568)
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I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.3rd

I.B.3.b.3rd

I.B.3.c.3rd

I.B.3.d.3rd
I.B.3.e.3rd
I.B.3.f.3rd
I.B.3.g.3rd
I.B.3.h.3rd
I.B.3.i.3rd

I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.3rd
I.B.4.b.3rd
I.B.4.c.3rd

I.C

SWBAT recall some of the parables of Jesus and be able to tell the following in their
own words:
<
The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37)
<
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
<
The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)
<
The Sower and the Seeds (Matthew 13:3-23)
SWBAT tell the following stories from the Gospels in their own words:
<
The call of the disciples (Matthew 4:17-20)
<
The healing of the blind man (Mark 10:46-52)
<
The miracle of the loaves and fishes (Luke 9:11-17)
SWBAT identify and describe the following characters from the New Testament are:
<
Peter
<
Mary Magdalene
<
Paul
SWBAT recall that “Gospel” means “Good News.”
SWBAT define “parable.”
SWBAT recall that life of the church after the death and resurrection of Jesus is
recounted in the Acts of the Apostles.
SWBAT describe what happened at Pentecost. (Acts 2)
SWBAT discover the life of the early church as recorded in Acts 2 - 4.
SWBAT recall that there are a number of letters from early Christian leaders in the
Bible.

SWBAT identify that the Psalms are songs found in the Hebrew Scriptures.
SWBAT to identify when the Psalms are used in the church's prayer.
SWBAT to pray with Psalm 8, Psalm 23 and Psalm 103.

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.3rd
I.C.1.b.3rd

SWBAT articulate how Jesus' mission is carried out by the church. (§ 874-876)
SWBAT recognize the role of the Spirit in the church. (§ 1091-1092, 1099, 11081109)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.2.a.3rd

SWBAT describe the hierarchical structure of the church - from the Pope to the parish.
(§ 871-875)
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I.C.2.b.3rd

I.C.2.c.3rd
I.C.2.d.3rd
I.C.2.e.3rd
I.C.2.f.3rd
I.C.2.g.3rd
I.C.2.h.3rd

SWBAT discuss the roles of the following ministers in the church:
<
Pope (§ 880-882)
<
Bishop
(§ 883-886)
<
Pastor
<
Priest
<
Deacon
<
Parish Lay Ministers (e.g. Pastoral Associates, DRE, Liturgy Coordinator; etc.)
<
Catechist / Teacher
<
Church Musicians
SWBAT exhibit a basic understanding how various ministers prepare for their ministry.
SWBAT distinguish between and compare “Christian” and “Catholic.”
SWBAT recognize that the one church is marked by great diversity; it can look very
different in different parts of the world. (§ 814)
SWBAT recognize names of various major Christian denominations.
SWBAT recognize that Christian churches are related - and compare what they share
in common and how they differ. (§ 820-822)
SWBAT describe the family is the smallest part of the church. It is a community of
faith, hope, and charity. (§ 2204)

I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.3rd
I.C.3.b.3rd

SWBAT name their pastor and the Archbishop of Chicago, and be able to identify their
pictures.
SWBAT name the members of the parish pastoral staff and tell what they do.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.3rd

SWBAT communicate that at Sunday Mass, we gather together with our local church
family to celebrate the Eucharist. (§ 2179)

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.3rd
I.C.5.b.3rd
I.C.5.c.3rd
I.C.5.d.3rd

SWBAT describe that the saints are model examples of faith for us to imitate. (§ 2684,
2683)
SWBAT do a report on a biography of a saint of their choice.
SWBAT describe Mary's relationship to the church - as the first believer. (§144, 148,
964-965, 967-968)
SWBAT describe at least one of the following Marian devotions:
<
Our Lady of Guadalupe
<
Our Lady of Fatima
<
Our Lady of Lourdes
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II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.3rd
II.A.3.b.3rd

II.B

SWBAT to list the Lenten practices include prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
SWBAT will be able to describe the Advent wreath.

Sacraments in general

II.B.a.3rd
II.B.b.3rd
II.B.c.3rd

SWBAT identify how the sacraments are visible signs of the Holy Spirit’s work in us. (§
1084)
SWBAT discuss that the sacraments nourish, strengthen, and express our faith. (§ 1123)
SWBAT discuss the concept of holiness and to identify objects/people/times as holy. (§
2012-2014, 2144, 1674-1676)

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.1.a.3rd
II.B.1.b.3rd
II.B.1.c.3rd
II.B.1.d.3rd
II.B.1.e.3rd
II.B.1.f.3rd

SWBAT articulate that we are born anew by Baptism, strengthened by Confirmation ,
and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. (§ 1212)
SWBAT describe that in the sacrament of baptism some important essentials are the
sign of the cross, water, chrism, white garment, and the candle. (§ 1234-1245)
SWBAT explain why the Christian community gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. (§
2177-2179)
SWBAT compare what they receive in the celebration of the Word and the Eucharist.
(§ 1067-1068, 1118-1119, 2653-2655)
SWBAT relate that the Church encourages the faithful to receive the Eucharist on
Sundays, feast days, and even daily. (§ 1389)
SWBAT make the connections between the gospel narratives and the Liturgy of the
Eucharist.

II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.3rd
II.B.2.b.3rd
II.B.2.c.3rd
II.B.2.d.3rd

SWBAT give examples of how Jesus offered forgiveness in the gospel stories.
SWBAT articulate that in the sacrament of reconciliation, Christ is the one who forgives
us. (§ 1441-1442)
SWBAT give examples of how Jesus healed in the gospel stories.
SWBAT describe what happens in the sacrament of the anointing of the sick. (§ 15171519)
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II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation
II.B.3.a.3rd
II.B.3.b.3rd
II.B.3.c.3rd

II.C

SWBAT relate that marriage has been established by God. (§ 1603)
SWBAT articulate that the sacrament of marriage makes holy the promise of a man and
a women to love each other. (§ 2361)
SWBAT list the three degrees in the sacrament of Holy Orders: bishop, priest and
deacon. (§ 1536)

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.3rd

SWBAT give examples of personal sin and personal responsibility. (§1731-1738)

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.3rd

SWBAT describe that we are to live virtuous lives. Virtue is the habit and tendency to
do good. (§ 1803, 1833)
III.A.1.b.3rd SWBAT communicate that the Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God’s mercy
to sinners. (§ 1846)
III.A.1.c.3rd SWBAT explain that Jesus calls us to love our enemies. (§ 2262)
III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.3rd

SWBAT express how and why we apologize to others for hurting them.

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.3rd
III.C.b.3rd
III.C.c.3rd
III.C.d.3rd

SWBAT describe social sin and social responsibility - that we have a responsibility for
our community and world. (§ 1939-1942)
SWBAT recognize that the role of the Christian is to work actively for justice and peace.
(§ 2437-2442)
SWBAT give local, personal examples of ways of working for justice and peace.
SWBAT discuss how and why we should respect our brothers and sisters. (§ 2219)
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III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.3rd SWBAT discuss why all human life is sacred. (§ 2258)

III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.3rd SWBAT give examples of our calling to be good and gentle stewards of the world God
gave to us. (§ 2415)

III.D Sexuality

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.3rd

SWBAT demonstrate that they are comfortable praying by themselves and encouraged
to pray by themselves in the morning and evening.

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.3rd
IV.B.b.3rd
IV.B.c.3rd

SWBAT recognize that Christians should pray always; prayer is a necessity of Christian
life. (§ 2757)
SWBAT recognize Jesus taught us how to pray in the Our Father and by the way he
prayed. (§ 2759)
SWBAT recognize the Holy Spirit teaches us how to pray. (§ 2650, 2652)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.3rd SWBAT compose their own invocations for a litany.
IV.B.1.b.3rd SWBAT write their own prayers of praise.
IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.3rd SWBAT recite the Hail Holy Queen.
IV.B.2.b.3rd SWBAT recall the mysteries of the Rosary and be able to pray the Rosary
independently.
IV.B.2.c.3rd SWBAT to pray and recognize each of the Stations of the Cross.
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Fourth Grade Goals and Objectives
The focus of the fourth grade curriculum is the foundation for morality in the Beatitudes and the
Commandments. Students will 1) learn how our moral tradition is rooted in the Old and New
Testaments; 2) what the church teaches about how we should live our lives; 3) explore ways that they
can “do good and avoid evil” in their everyday lives.
Thematic Units for Fourth Grade

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.4th
I.A.1.b.4th

SWBAT examine how God communicates himself to us gradually. (§ 53)
SWBAT recall that God is truth and all knowing. (§ 215-217)

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
1.A.2.a.4th
1.A.2.b.4th
1.A.2.c.4th
1.A.2.d.4th
1.A.2.e.4th

SWBAT recall that God is revealed as Father, Son and Spirit.
SWBAT distinguish that the Hebrew people only knew God as Father, as one, because
Christ has not yet come.
SWBAT to articulate that although Jesus had not been born in the times recorded in
the Old Testament, that God has alway been a Trinity.
SWBAT retell the story of Moses and the Burning Bush, including the revelation of
God’s Holy Name in Exodus 3.
SWBAT identify the name of God (YHWH) and its English usage, LORD in the Old
Testament.

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.4th
I.A.3.b.4th
I.A.3.c.4th
I.A.3.d.4th
I.A.3.e.4th

SWBAT articulate that God calls each of us to happiness in this life and in eternity. (§
1703)
SWBAT characterize each person as created by God in his own image with a soul,
intellect, and free will. (§ 1701-1706)
SWBAT explain that that God made us to know, love, and serve Him, and to be happy
in this world and in heaven. (§ 1721)
SWBAT communicate that at the beginning of history, humanity, represented by Adam
and Eve, was tempted by Satan and disobeyed God. This is original sin.(§ 390, 396)
SWBAT conclude that God’s response to original sin was to promise salvation and offer
a covenant relationship. (§ 70)
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I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.4th
I.A.4.b.4th
I.A.4.b.4th

SWBAT articulate that Jesus is both truly God and truly human. (§ 464)
SWBAT characterize Jesus as our model in everything that he did. (§ 520-521)
SWBAT recall that the Christian church expects Christ to come again. (§ 671)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.4th
I.A.5.b.4th

SWBAT describe the gifts of the Holy Spirit. (§ 1830-1831, 1845)
SWBAT invoke the Holy Spirit to help them make sound decisions about their
behavior. (§ 1830-1831)

I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.4th

SWBAT define four ways that they participate in the Reign of God: (§ 547-549)
<
Believing in the Gospel (§ 767)
<
Following Jesus (§ 542, 1816,2466)
<
Avoiding sin (§ 1700,1955)
<
Working actively for justice and peace (§ 2302-2305)

I.A.6.b.4th

SWBAT describe grace as the free help God gives us to respond to his call to become
children of God. Grace is a participation in the life of God. (§ 1996, 1997)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.4th
I.B.2

SWBAT locate a book, chapter and verse in the Bible.

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.4th
I.B.2.b.4th
I.B.2.c.4th
I.B.2.d.4th
I.B.2.e.4th
I.B.2.f.4th

SWBAT to distinguish between the two stories of Creation in Genesis 1 and 2.
SWBAT to tell each of the Creation stories in their own words.
SWBAT to discuss how these stories are true - they tell about God and the goodness of
creation, but are not scientifically factual.
SWBAT to describe how the authors used symbols to communicate true ideas to us.
SWBAT to describe how the disobedience of the first humans broke relationship with
God, and be able to identify this as Original Sin.
SWBAT tell the following stories from the Old Testament in their own words:
<
The call of Abram (Genesis 12:1-8)
<
The covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15)
<
The promise of a son to Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 18)
<
Joseph and his brothers (Genesis 37-45)
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I.B.2.g.4th
I.B.2.h.4th
I.B.2.i.4th
I.B.2.j.4th
I.B.2.k.4th

I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.4th
I.B.3.b.4th
I.B.3.c.4th
I.B.3.d.4th
I.B.3.e.4th

I.B.4

SWBAT locate the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.
SWBAT memorize the Beatitudes.
SWBAT locate the origins of the Lord's Prayer in the Gospels. (Mt. 6:9-15, Lk. 11:1-4; §
2621)
SWBAT examine the connections between the Exodus and the Passover and between
the Passover and the Christian Eucharist.
SWBAT explain the following parables about the Reign of God in their own words:
<
The treasure in the field (Mt. 13:44)
<
The woman and the lost coin (Lk. 15:8-9)
<
The mustard seed (Mt. 13:31-32)

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.4th

I.C

SWBAT tell the Exodus story in their own words.
SWBAT memorize the Ten Commandments.
SWBAT explain that on Mt. Sinai God gave his law to Moses and the people of Israel
so that they might love and serve him as the one true God. (§ 62)
SWBAT define the word covenant.
SWBAT describe the covenants that God made Noah, Abraham and Moses. (§ 56-64;
Genesis 9; Genesis 15; Exodus 19)

SWBAT pray with Psalm 130, Psalm 83, and Psalm 89.

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.4th
I.C.1.b.4th

SWBAT articulate how the church helps to bring about the Reign of God. (§ 669, 763764)
SWBAT understand that everyone in the Church shares in Christ’s role as priest,
prophet, and king. (§ 783-786)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.4th

SWBAT describe the jobs of those on the parish pastoral staff.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.4th

SWBAT give examples of how life in their family helps to bring about the Reign of God.
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I.C.4.b.4th

SWBAT articulate how the Spirit works in the life of the church and in their individual
lives. (§ 688,797, 901-902)

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.4th

I.C.5.b.4th
I.C.5.c.4th

SWBAT deduce from the lives of saints how they lived lives of virtue, obeying the
commandments and Beatitudes and using the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Some examples
of saints’ lives they can explore:
<
St. Francis of Assisi
<
Martin de Porres
<
Dorothy Day
<
Maximilian Kolbe
<
Katharine Drexel
<
Miguel Pro
<
Damien of Molokai
<
Elizabeth Seton
<
Elizabeth of Hungary
<
Francis Xavier
<
Alphonsus
SWBAT describe how Mary is a model for all believers. (Mary invites us to share her
concerns and to imitate her actions.) (§ 2030, 967)
SWBAT describe the following devotions and what actions they invite us to:
<
<
<
<

Fatima - Mary and us as people of prayer and intercessors.
Lourdes - Mary and us comforting and healing the ill.
Guadalupe - Mary's and our concern for the poor.
Mother of Perpetual Help - We can always go to Mary and ask her to pray with
and for us.

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
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II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.4th

II.A.3.b.4th

SWBAT recall and describe the main parts of the liturgical year:
<
Advent
<
Christmas
<
Ordinary Time
<
Lent
<
Easter
SWBAT locate the following feasts and holy days in the liturgical year and describe
what the feast celebrates:
<
Immaculate Conception
<
Epiphany
<
Ascension
<
Pentecost
<
Assumption
<
All Saints

II. B Sacraments in general
II.B.a.4th

SWBAT categorize the sacraments: initiation, healing, vocation. (§1210-1211)

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.4th
II.B.2.b.4th
II.B.2.c.4th

SWBAT identify how reconciliation occurs in private prayer, the Eucharist, personal
encounters and the Sacrament of reconciliation. (§ 1434-1439, 2840-2841)
SWBAT describe the ways that the sacrament of reconciliation is celebrated by the
church.
SWBAT recall when the sacrament of reconciliation (individual and communal) is
available in the parish.

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation

II.C

Sacramentals

II.C.a.4th
II.C.b.4th
II.C.c.4th

SWBAT describe what sacramentals are and that religious statues and objects remind
us of God and the saints. (§ 2131, 2132)
SWBAT identify different symbols and communicate how symbols stand for and reveal
meaning.
SWBAT discern literary symbols in the Bible, especially in the stories of the Creation
and the Fall.
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III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.4th
III.A.b.4th

III.A.c.4th
III.A.d.4th
III.A.e.4th
III.A.f.4th

SWBAT communicate that we are responsible for our actions. (§ 1734, 1736)
SWBAT examine that in order to judge the morality of an action, we have to know
what has been done, the intention of the person doing it, and the circumstances in
which it was done. (§ 1750)
SWBAT articulate that God speaks to us in our conscience, our secret core of life. (§
1776)
SWBAT illustrate how conscience enables us to assume responsibility for the acts we
performed. (§ 1781)
SWBAT describe that we form our conscience in light of the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
witness of other people, Scripture and the teaching of the Church. (1785)
SWBAT recall that the teaching office of the church, teaches our moral principles. (§
2032)

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.4th
III.A.1.b.4th
III.A.1.c.4th

SWBAT define the theological virtues - faith, hope and love. (§ 1812-1829)
SWBAT define the cardinal virtues - fortitude, justice, prudence and temperance. (§
1805-1809)
SWBAT give examples of how the theological and cardinal virtues can help them to
avoid sin.

III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.4th
III.A.2.b.4th

SWBAT characterize sin as a choice against God’s law of love. (§ 1874)
SWBAT point out that since we are created in God’s image, we are created to do good
and to avoid evil. (§ 1706)

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.4th
III.B.b.4th
III.B.c.4th

SWBAT communicate the meaning of each of the Beatitudes, giving examples of ways
that they can be lived out, and the opposite mode of living.
SWBAT categorize how the Ten Commandments express our duties toward God and
our neighbors. (§ 2072; Luke 10:25-28)
SWBAT discuss each commandment in their own words and give example of the
commandment being fulfilled, as well as broken. (§ 2056-2074)
<
Second commandment: We should not use the name of God, Jesus Christ, the
Virgin Mary, and of the saints in an offensive way. (§ 2146)
<
Third commandment: Catholics must attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days,
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refrain from unnecessary work and perform works of mercy. (§ 2181, 2185)
Fourth commandment:

Children must respect and love their parents and those of authority over
them. (§ 2217) ;

Parents and those in authority must respect and love their children. (§
2222)
<
Fifth commandment:

Human life is sacred from its beginning. God alone is the Lord of life
from its beginning until its end. (§ 2258)

Murder - the deliberate killing of a person - is a serious offence against
the law of God. (§ 2261, 2268-2269, 2320)

We are called to protect and promote the life and dignity of all persons.
(§ 2334, 2393)
<
Sixth commandment: Adultery refers to marital infidelity. Adultery is an
injustice. Whoever commits adultery fails in their marriage commitment.(§
2380, 2381)
<
Seventh commandment:

Stealing is an offense against God’s Law and the rights of private
property. (§ 2401)

This commandment also obliges us to justice and charity in the care and
distribution of earthly goods, and the fruits of human labor. (§ 2401)
<
Eighth commandment: Lying about others and ourselves is an offence against
the truth and God’s Law. (§ 2464)
<
Ninth and tenth commandments: Greed and jealously are an offence against
others and God’s Law. (§ 2534, 2536, 2552)
SWBAT list the precepts of the church and to describe how each one of them helps us
to live as Christians. (§ 2041-2043)
SWBAT list the corporal works of mercy and give examples of how they can perform
them. (§ 2447-2448)
SWBAT list the spiritual works of mercy and give examples of how they can perform
them. (§ 2447)
<

III.B.d.4th
III.B.e.4th
III.B.f.4th

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.4th

SWBAT explain that it is our duty as citizens to contribute along with the civil
authorities to the good of society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. (§
2239)

III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
(See material under the seventh commandment above.)
III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
(See material under the fifth commandment above.)
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III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.4th

SWBAT demonstrate examples of how men and women are caretakers over all
creation. (§ 373, 380)

III.D Sexuality
III.D.a.4th
III.D.b.4th
III.D.c.4th
III.D.d.4th
III.D.e.4th
III.D.f.4th

SWBAT deduce that since men and women are made in God’s image, therefore our
bodies are worthy of respect. (§ 2331,2334)
SWBAT integrate that respect for our bodies means respect for ourselves and for each
other. (§ 2338, 2346-2347)
SWBAT discriminate in the ways that we show affection appropriately to each other,
keeping in mind the need of each person for privacy.
SWBAT distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate signs of affection or
touching.
SWBAT give examples of how to avoid or to call a halt to inappropriate behavior.
SWBAT recall to the concept of chastity - keeping oneself free from undue pressure
toward inappropriate behavior.

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.4th
IV.A.b.4th

SWBAT describe how the church’s liturgy and personal prayer work together. (§ 2655)
SWBAT relate how and why prayer is an important part of the daily life of every
Christian. (§ 2660)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.4th

IV.B.b.4th

SWBAT demonstrate various forms of prayer: prayers of praise, acknowledging God’s
greatness; prayers of intercession, praying for others’ needs; prayers of petition, asking
for God’s help; prayers of contrition, expressing sorrow for sin. (§ 2639, 2649)
SWBAT describe how prayer expresses and deepens our relationship with God. (§
2565)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.4th SWBAT pray the Ignatian Examen.
IV.B.1.b.4th SWBAT compose prayers for classroom or other group use.
IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.4th

SWBAT analyze how the Our Father is a model for how we are to pray.
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Fifth Grade Goals and Objectives
The Fifth Grade curriculum concentrates on the sacraments and the liturgy of the church. In addition,
they will explore the Scriptures further. Students will 1) learn about each of the sacraments in more
depth; 2) have a working familiarity with the liturgy and the liturgical year; 3) explore the life and
message of St. Paul.
Thematic Units for Fifth Grade

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.5th
I.A.1.b.5th
I.A.1.c.5th

SWBAT describe what is meant by God's will. (§ 2084-2086, 2232)
SWBAT recognize how God reveals himself and his will for us in human history, and
in a unique way in Jesus Christ. (§ 53)
SWBAT give examples of following God's will.

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.5th
I.A.2.b.5th

SWBAT memorize the Nicene Creed.
SWBAT explain the principal elements of the profession of faith (God as Creator, as
Son, as Spirit, and the church) in their own words.

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.5th
I.A.3.b.5th
I.A.3.c.5th

SWBAT discuss what is meant by saying people are created in God's image. (§ 17021705)
SWBAT express how God calls us friends, out of love, in order to share in his life. (§
142)
Students will be able to describe what is meant by original sin. (§ 397-401)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.5th
I.A.4.b.5th
I.A.4.c.5th
I.A.4.d.5th

SWBAT articulate what is meant by saying that Jesus is both human and divine. (§ 464469)
SWBAT discuss Christ’s death as part of the mystery of God’s plan. (§ 599)
SWBAT describe and defend that Jesus rose from the dead and showed himself to his
disciples. (§ 645, 646; Mt 28:1-10; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-18)
SWBAT recall that Christ ascended into heaven. (§ 659)
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I.A.4.e.5th

SWBAT express that our hope is to join Christ in heaven and enjoy the fullness of the
Kingdom. (§ 666)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.5th

SWBAT discriminate between religion and faith.

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.5th

SWBAT retell the following Old Testament stories and connect the symbolism to the
sacrament of baptism.
<
Creation, with an emphasis on the waters of creation (Gen 1)
<
Exodus, with an emphasis on the crossing of the Red Sea (Ex 14)

I.B.3 Ideas and stories in the New Testament
I.B.3.a.5th

I.B.3.b.5th

I.B.3.c.5th

SWBAT outline the life of St. Paul was, and be able summarize his life and work.
<
His role in Judaism and as a Pharisee (Phil 3:4-6, Acts 6:9-15, 7:52-8:1, 9:1-2)
<
His conversion ( Gal 1:12-19, Acts 9)
<
His missionary journeys
<
His letters to the churches
<
His imprisonment and death
SWBAT retell the following stories from the New Testament and connect each to the
corresponding sacrament:
<
Baptism of the Lord (Mt 3:13-17, Mk 1:9-11, Lk 3:21-22, Jn 1:29-34)
<
The loaves and the fishes (Mt 14:15-21; Mk 6:34-44; Lk 9:12-17)
<
Bread of Life discourse (Jn 6)
<
Zacchaeus (Lk 19:1-10)
<
The woman taken in adultery (Jn 8)
<
The healing of the centurion's servant (Mt 8:5-13)
<
The raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mk 5:22-24, 35-43)
<
The wedding feast at Cana (Jn 2)
<
Matthean commission to baptize all nations (Mt 28)
<
The road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35)
<
Pentecost (Acts 2)
<
Philip's encounter with the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
<
Paul's conversion and baptism (Acts 9)
SWBAT define the terms disciple and apostle and give contemporary examples about
how they can fill these roles. (§ 787-788,1816, 2466, 75-76)
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I.B.3.d.5th
I.B.3.e.5th

SWBAT recall that the word epistle comes from the Latin word for "letter."
SWBAT the location of the epistles in the New Testament.

I.B.3.f.5th

SWBAT name at least three of Paul's letters.

I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.5th

I.C

SWBAT pray, using following Psalms 150, 63, 116

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.5th
I.C.1.b.5th

SWBAT explainwhat is meant by the term “the church is the Body of Christ.” (§ 752,
1331)
SWBAT describe the church's mission in the world. (§ 831, 849-856, 897-913)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.2.a.5th
I.C.2.b.5th
I.C.2.c.5th
I.C.2.d.5th
I.C.2.e.5th
I.C.2.f.5th

SWBAT identify the marks of the church - one, holy, catholic and apostolic - and know
what these terms mean. (§813, 823-824, 830-831, 857-860)
SWBAT describe what is meant by the Pope being the universal pastor of the church.
(§ 882)
SWBAT define the term ecumenism and categorize what Christian churches share in
common - belief in Christ as Lord and our baptism. (§ 816-822)
SWBAT recognize what we share with the Jewish tradition. (§ 839-840, 1096)
SWBAT describe the church's belief in respect for other traditions. (§841-848)
SWBAT identify the ways that the Church finds her nourishment in the Scriptures and
the Eucharist. (§ 103, 131)

I.C.3 The local church
I.C.3.a.5th
I.C.3.b.5th

SWBAT know when the sacraments are celebrated in the local parish.
SWBAT describe how people prepare for the sacraments in the local parish.

I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.5th

SWBAT examine the lives of the following saints: Needs to be determined

I.C.5.b.5th
I.C.5.c.5th

SWBAT describe how the saints in heaven intercede for us. (§ 2683)
SWBAT explain how our baptism puts us into communion with all baptized persons on
earth and the saints in heaven. (§ 946, 948)
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I.C.5.d.5th

SWBAT identify which Marian doctrine is celebrated in the following feasts:
<
Immaculate Conception - December 8 (§490-493)
<
Mother of God - January 1 (§ 495)
<
Annunciation - March 25 (Luke 1:26-38)
<
Assumption - August 15 (§ 966)

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.a.5th

SWBAT identify that public liturgy of the church includes the celebration of the
sacraments and Liturgy of the Hours. (§ 1076, 1174)

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.1.a.5th
II.A.1.b.5th

II.A.1.c.5th
II.A.1.d.5th
II.A.1.e.5th
II.A.1.f.5th

II.A.1.g.5th

II.A.1.h.5th

II.A.1.i.5th
II.A.1.j.5th

SWBAT communicate that in the Mass, we join our prayer with Jesus, Mary and the
saints in heaven. (§ 1370)
SWBAT outline the four main parts of the mass and be able to describe what happens
in each part: gathering, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, concluding rites.
(§ 1348-1355)
SWBAT identify the preface, Holy, Eucharistic prayer, concluding doxology and Amen
in the mass.
SWBAT recite the Confiteor.
SWBAT respond to and know the translation of the Kyrie.
SWBAT describe how the Eucharist is
<
Thanksgiving and praise to the Father;
<
The sacrificial memorial of Christ and his Body
<
The presence of Christ by the power of his word and of his Spirit. (§ 1358)
SWBAT identify how Christ is present in the celebration of the Eucharist - (§ 1088) :
<
in the assembly (§ 1140, 1348)
<
in the presider (§ 1142)
<
in the word proclaimed (§ 103, 1346-1347)
<
in the Eucharistic action (§ 1357)
<
in the sacrament itself (§ 1373-1377)
SWBAT to discriminate between how Christ is present spiritually in the assembly,
presider, word and action, and how Christ is present physically in the sacrament. (§
1373-1377)
SWBAT explain how the Eucharist is connected to the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.
(§ 1362-1367)
SWBAT explain why and how we adore Christ present in the Eucharist, both during
Mass, and reserved in the tabernacle. (§ 1378)

II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
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II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.5th
II.A.3.b.5th
II.A.3.c.5th

II.B

SWBAT articulate that the Church’s liturgical year is centered on Easter. (§ 1168-70)
SWBAT describe the liturgical year, the colors associated with seasons and feasts and
how the church celebrates the seasons.
SWBAT describe the celebration of the Paschal Triduum and how this correlates with
the events of Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection.

Sacraments in general

II.B.a.5th
II.B.b.5th

II.B.c.5th
II.B.d.5th

SWBAT define sacraments as symbols or rites that show us God's love. (§ 1145-54)
SWBAT describe what symbol and/or rite is involved in each sacrament.
<
Baptism - water, chrism, white garment, light. (§ 1214-1216)
<
Confirmation - laying on of hands and chrism (§ 1293-1296)
<
Eucharist - bread and wine - (§ 1350-1351, 1357)
<
Reconciliation - (§ 1448-1449)
<
Anointing of the sick - oil of the sick - (§ 1517-1519)
<
Marriage - the giving and receiving of vows - (§ 1623-1624)
<
Holy Orders - laying on of hands (§ 1573-1574)
SWBAT explain how the whole liturgical life of the Church revolves around the
Eucharistic sacrifice and the sacraments. (§ 1113)
SWBAT express the Church teaches that, for believers, the sacraments are necessary
for gaining eternal life with God in heaven. (§ 1129)

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.1.a.5th
II.B.1.b.5th
II.B.1.c.5th
II.B.1.d.5th
II.B.1.e.5th
II.B.1.f.5th
II.B.1.g.5th
II.B.1.h.5th
II.B.1.i.5th
II.B.1.j.5th

SWBAT outline and discuss the effects of baptism: forgiveness of sins, new life in
Christ, incorporation into the church, the Body of Christ. (§ 1262-1274)
SWBAT recall that only an unbaptized person can be baptized. Baptism happens only
once. (§ 1246)
SWBAT describe how a baby is baptized. (§ 1231, 1250-1252)
SWBAT identify who the ordinary ministers of baptism are and demonstrate how
baptism can be administered in an emergency. (§ 1256)
SWBAT explain that the church entrusts unbaptized children to God's mercy. (§ 1261)
SWBAT identify with the Order of Christian Initiation and be able to describe how a
child or an adult becomes a Catholic. (§ 1229-1230, 1232, 1248-1249)
SWBAT describe how the sacrament of Confirmation is conferred. (§ 1297-1301)
SWBAT express that confirmation is the completion of baptismal grace.(§ 1285)
SWBAT characterize confirmation ss a sacrament of initiation linked in the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit. (§ 1287, 1302)
SWBAT outline the effects of receiving communion on the Christian. (§ 1391-1397)
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II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.2.a.5th
II.B.2.b.5th
II.B.2.c.5th
II.B.2.d.5th
II.B.2.e.5th

SWBAT how the sacrament of penance/reconciliation provides for forgiveness of sin
after baptism. (§ 1446)
SWBAT articulate how one prepares for and celebrates the sacrament of
penance/reconciliation.
SWBAT defend how and why we need to take advantage of the sacrament of
penance/reconciliation.
SWBAT recall that Catholics should confess their sins at least once a year if they have
committed any serious sin. (§ 1457)
SWBAT describe the Anointing of the Sick and the circumstances in which it is
celebrated. (§ 1517- 1523)

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation
II.B.3.a.5th
II.B.3.b.5th
II.B.3.c.5th
II.B.3.d.5th

II.C

SWBAT define the sacrament of marriage as a celebration of life-long love and
commitment between a man and a woman. (§ 1601)
SWBAT describe how Catholics get married. (§ 1621-1624)
SWBAT describe how priests and deacons prepare for ordained ministry.
SWBAT describe how lay ministers prepare for non-ordained ministry.

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.5th
III.A.b.5th
III.A.c.5th
III.A.d.5th
III.A.e.5th
III.A.f.5th

SWBAT recall at death, each individual will be personally accountable before God for
the choices one has made in life. (§ 1022, 1030-1036)
SWBAT describe heaven as living in complete union with God forever. (§ 1023)
SWBAT describe hell as being separated from God forever. (§ 1033)
SWBAT describe Purgatory as the final purification after death moving toward
complete union with God forever. (§ 1031)
SWBAT argue how and why we are responsible for the life that God has given us. (§
2280)
SWBAT articulate that at the end of time, when Christ returns, all of humanity will be
accountable for their participation in building the Kingdom of God. (§ 1038-1041)

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.5th
III.A.1.b.5th

SWBAT infer that by living a Christian life, we hasten the coming of God Kingdom of
justice, love and peace. (§ 2046)
SWBAT conclude that Scripture and the teaching of the Church provide guidance for
moral life. (§ 1785)
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III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.5th
III.A.2.b.5th

SWBAT define "mortal sin" as an action or desire that seriously separates us from the
love of God and others. (§ 1854-55)
SWBAT define “venial sin” is an action or desire that hurts our relationship with God
and others. (§ 1855)

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.5th

SWBAT recall the Law of Love and give concrete examples of how it can be lived. (§
2052-2055)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.5th

SWBAT describe what is meant by Jesus' mission to the marginalized. (§ 549, 24432448)

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.5th

SWBAT formulate concrete examples of constructive problem solving and conflict
resolution in their own lives.
III.C.2.b.5th SWBAT recognize examples of prejudice and bigotry in modern society and will be
able to discuss alternatives to them. (§ 1931-1932)
III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.5th

SWBAT defend how and why we can respect creation and protect the environment. (§
339)

III.D Sexuality
III.D.a.5th
III.D.b.5th
III.D.c.5th
III.D.d.5th

SWBAT discuss the concept of fidelity - in friendships and in marriage and can describe
its importance. (§ 1644-1651)
SWBAT examine the concept of respect for people's bodies and feelings and give
concrete examples of showing that respect. (§ 2337-2338)
SWBAT articulate that Christians respect their bodies, and the bodies of others, as
temples of the Holy Spirit. (§ 2519)
SWBAT evaluate the qualities of a good friendship and how one is best formed.
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III.D.e.5th

III.D.f.5th
III.D.g.5th

SWBAT recall the anatomy of the male and female reproductive systems, the changes
of puberty and maturation, and be able to discuss these with respect for each other’s
differences.
SWBAT recall with the basic stages of gestation.
SWBAT articulate that all forms of sexual expression are reserved for marriage. (§
2360-2365)

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.5th

IV.A.b.5th

SWBAT categorize how the Church invites us to regular prayer: daily prayers, grace
before and after meals, the Liturgy of the Hours, Sunday Eucharist, the feasts of the
Liturgical year. (§ 2698)
SWBAT differentiate between liturgy (public worship) and private prayer. (§ 1069)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.5th
IV.B.b.5th
IV.B.c.5th
IV.B.d.5th
IV.B.e.5th

SWBAT articulate in their own words the meaning of the different sections of the Lord's
Prayer and be able to use the Lord's Prayer as an outline for Christian prayer.
SWBAT describe the ways that Jesus was a man of prayer. (§ 2600)
SWBAT recognize that in prayer, God is searching for us and desires to communicate
with us. (§ 2560)
SWBAT articulate that God always hears our prayers. (§ 2737)
SWBAT argue that to keep our faith alive we must pray and avoid anything that could
harm our relationship with God. (§ 2098)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.5th

SWBAT categorize three main kinds of prayer: vocal (praying out loud), meditation
(thinking deeply about a subject, often from a spiritual book or Scripture) and
contemplation (talking directly to and listening to God.) (§ 2699)
IV.B.1.b.5th SWBAT defend that we can and should pray for others. (§ 2634)
IV.B.1.c.5th SWBAT express how reading Scripture can be a source of prayer.(§ 2653)
IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
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Sixth Grade Goals and Objectives

CONFIRMATION ONE

The Sixth Grade curriculum focuses on the Old Testament. Students will 1) develop a working
knowledge of the major themes of the Old Testament; 2) explore more about Judaism and the world of
the Scriptures; 3) be able to describe the links between the Old Testament and the Christian tradition.
Thematic Units for Confirmation I / Sixth Grade
Integration of Sixth Grade / Confirmation One with the parish program for Confirmation
preparation

I-Section one of the Catechism
I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.C1
I.A.1.b.C1
I.A.1.c.C1
I.A.1.d.C1

SWBAT examine and understand what is meant by the term revelation. (§ 51-53)
SWBAT identify the sources of revelation. (§ 65-67)
SWBAT communicate the place of revelation in the church. (§ 75-79)
SWBAT integrate that faith is our response to God’s revelation. (§ 143)

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.C1

SWBAT define word monotheism.

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.C1
I.A.3.b.C1
I.A.3.c.C1
I.A.3.d.C1
I.A.3.e.C1
I.A.3.f.C1

SWBAT discuss how the church sees God as a creator. (§ 337-344)
SWBAT contrast and compare the relationship of the Biblical account of creation to
the scientific evidence for evolution. (§ 282-289)
SWBAT argue how we see God as humanity's creator. (§ 1701- 1704)
SWBAT explain how humanity is created in God's image. (§ 356-358, 2331)
SWBAT integrate how the stories of Creation and the Fall help us to understand who
we are and what God wants for us. (§ 356-359, 396-398)
SWBAT define what we mean by the term original sin. (§ 396-401)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.C1

SWBAT recognize how the Old Testament covenants find their culmination in the
person of Jesus Christ. (§ 54-66, 65)
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I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.C1

SWBAT integrate how stories of Abraham, Moses and other ancestors in faith give us
examples of how to respond to God in faith. (§ 59 - 64)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.C1
I.B.1.b.C1
I.B.1.c.C1
I.B.1.d.C1

I.B.2

SWBAT describe the difference between the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures.
SWBAT understand that the Jewish people were the first to hear the Word of God. (§
839)
SWBAT define and communicate the major themes that are present in Scripture are
Revelation, Covenant, Redemption, and Salvation. (§ 50, 55, 56, 122, 124)
SWBAT know that Church accepts and venerates as inspired all 46 books of the Old
Testament and the 27 in the New. (§ 120)

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.2.a.C1

I.B.2.b.C1
I.B.2.c.C1
I.B.2.d.C1
I.B.2.e.C1
I.B.2.f.C1
I.B.2.g.C1

I.B.2.h.C1

SWBAT list the main sections of the Hebrew Scriptures.
<
Pentateuch or Torah
<
Histories
<
Prophets
<
Writings, including the Wisdom literature
SWBAT distinguish between myth, fact and truth in the telling of the stories in Genesis
1-11.
SWBAT define myth in relationship to the way that the primeval history in Genesis is
written.
SWBAT identify the names of the major prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel.
SWBAT name at least two of the minor prophets.
SWBAT articulate the prophetic missions of challenge and consolation.
SWBAT recount the following stories from Genesis:
<
The two creation accounts (Gen 1-3)
<
Noah (Gen 6-9)
<
The call of Abram and Sarai (Gen 12-17)
<
The birth and sacrifice of Isaac (Gen 18:1-15; 21-22)
<
The stories of Isaac and Rebekah (Gen 24-28)
<
The stories of Jacob/Israel and Leah and Rachel (Gen 28-36)
<
The stories of Joseph (Gen 37-47)
SWBAT recount the following from Exodus:
<
Moses' birth and childhood (Ex 1-2
<
Moses' call by God (Ex 3-4)
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I.B.2.i.C1

I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.C1

I.B.3.b.C1
I.B.3.c.C1

I.B.4

SWBAT list the main sections of the Christian Scriptures.
<
Gospels
<
Acts
<
Letters
<
Revelation
SWBAT recognize how Jesus was situated in Jewish history.
SWBAT discuss Mary's life as a Jewish woman in the first century and her role as a
faithful Jew.

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.C1
I.B.4.a.C1
I.B.4.a.C1

I.C

<
The struggle with the Pharaoh (Ex 5-10)
<
The original Passover (Ex 11-13)
<
The escape from Egypt, including the song of Miriam (Ex 14-18)
<
The giving of the covenant at Sinai (Ex 19-20)
<
The worship of the golden calf (Ex 32)
SWBAT recognize and put into sequence the following from the history of Israel:
<
The wandering in the desert
<
The settlement in the Promised Land
<
The time of the judges, including the story of Deborah
<
The establishment of the kingdom
<
The story of David and the building of the first Temple
<
The role of the prophets
<
The Babylonian captivity
<
The return from Babylon
<
The stories of Esther and Ruth
<
The Maccabees

SWBAT use the Psalms in their personal prayer. (§ 2585-2589)
SWBAT identify various kinds of Psalms: lament, praise, thanksgiving, penitence, pleas
for help.
SWBAT pray with the following Psalms: 51, 122, 126

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.C1

SWBAT identify the church as the People of God and to recognize connections
between the church and the People of Israel. (§781-786)
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I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.3 The local church
I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.C1

SWBAT outline and integrate what is meant by being an active Catholic.

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.C1

SWBAT analyze the lives of the following contemporary saints and integrate the
message of their lives with the themes and events of the Old Testament:
C
St. Josephine Bakhita
C
St. Damien of Molokai

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.a.C1

II.A.b.C1
II.A.c.C1

SWBAT infer that we keep the Lord’s Day to reverence creation, to remember that
God offers us freedom instead of slavery and because it is the day that Jesus rose from
the dead. (§ 2168, 2170, 2174)
SWBAT analyze and discuss the connections between the Sunday Scripture readings
and the liturgical year.
SWBAT analyze and discuss the connections between the Old Testament and gospel
readings in the Sunday lectionary.

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.1.a.C1
II.A.1.b.C1

SWBAT compare and contrast the Passover supper and the Eucharist. (§ 1333-1334,
1339-1340, 1402)
SWBAT infer and discuss the connections between the Passover and the sacrifice of
the cross. (§ 609-610, 1362-1367)

II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.3 Seasons and feasts
II.A.3.a.C1
II.A.3.b.C1
II.A.3.c .C1

SWBAT examine the Old Testament images in the “O Antiphons” during Advent.
SWBAT recall of the Triduum and what happens in each of these liturgies.
SWBAT examine and discern the connections between each of the Old Testament
readings for the Easter Vigil in its original context and in the context of Christians
celebrating their redemption.
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II.B

Sacraments in general

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation

II.C Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.C1
III.A.b.C1
III.A.c.C1
III.A.d.C1

SWBAT explain what we mean by free will. (§ 1731-1738)
SWBAT debate humanity's option for good and ability to do evil.
SWBAT examine and defend the statement that “Respect for laws inscribed in
creation…is a foundation for morality.” (§ 345)
Students will know that the natural law states the first and essential precepts which rule
the moral life. (§ 1955)

III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.C1
III.B.b.C1

SWBAT recognize that the principal precepts of the natural law are expressed in the
Ten Commandments. (§ 1955)
SWBAT demonstrate that Jesus reaffirmed and fulfilled the Ten Commandments. (§
2053)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.C1
III.C.b.C1

SWBAT argue that the right to religious freedom flows from the dignity of all persons.
(§ 2104)
SWBAT identify modern day examples of prophets who speak out for justice and
peace.
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III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.C1

SWBAT communicate the Christian vocation a servant to the poor, including concrete
examples of what they can do in their lives.

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.C1

SWBAT communicate the Christian vocation to be a peacemaker, including concrete
examples of what they can do in their lives.

III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth

III.D Sexuality
III.D.a.C1
III.D.b.C1
III.D.c.C1
III.D.d.C1
III.D.e.C1

III.D.f.C1
III.D.g.C1

SWBAT infer that respect for our bodies and for sexuality stems from the goodness of
creation. (§ 2331-2333)
SWBAT defend that men and women are equal because of how they were created in
God’s image. (§ 2334-2335)
SWBAT identify images in the media and culture which foster disrespect for persons,
their bodies and their sexuality.
SWBAT identify peer pressure for unchaste behavior and be able to formulate
alternative approaches to this pressure.
SWBAT compare and contrast different kinds of personal relationships (acquaintances,
friendships, dating and marriage) assess the proper amount of intimacy in these
different relationships.
SWBAT identify sexual love as a fulfillment of the marriage commitment and therefore
reserved to marriage.
SWBAT anticipate and evaluate the consequences of premarital sex, including
emotional harm, unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.C1

SWBAT describe how an appreciation of the created world can be a source of prayer.
(§ 2569)
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IV.B.1.b.C1 SWBAT identify Old Testament figures who are models of prayer:
<
Abraham (§ 2570)
<
Moses (§ 2574)
<
David (§ 2579)
<
Elijah (§ 2583)
<
Hannah (1 Samuel 1)
IV.B.1.c.C1 SWBAT plan short prayer services using Scripture.
IV.B.1.d.C1 SWBAT use meditation and journaling as forms of prayer.
IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.C1

SWBAT memorize the Magnificat and the Benedictus.
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Seventh Grade Goals and Objectives

CONFIRMATION TWO

Seventh Grade consists of two modules: Christian morality and Jesus and discipleship. The first
module will help lay the foundation for a discussion about living a moral life and give the students
information about the Church’s guidance in moral decision-making. The second module will give a
survey of the life of Jesus as it is told to us in the gospels, and also pose the challenge of discipleship to
the students. Is following Jesus, and letting that govern the choices in their lives, a decision that they
are ready to make?
Thematic Units for Confirmation II / Seventh Grade
Integration of Seventh Grade / Confirmation Two with the parish program for Confirmation
preparation

Module One: Christian Morality
I- Section one of the Catechism
I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.C2

SWBAT describe God as a being whose very self is love, and this is expressed in the
relationships between the Father, Son and Spirit. God chooses to share that love with
us. (§ 221)

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.C2

I.A.3.b.C2

I.A.3.c.C2
I.A.3.d.C2
I.A.3.e.C2

I.A.3.f.C2
I.A.3.h.C2

SWBAT understand that God is always present to his creation at every moment and
upholds and sustains creation, always enabling us to fulfill God’s purpose for our
existence. (§ 301)
SWBAT recognize that we were created by God in a state of original holiness and
justice; we were created to be in harmony with ourselves, others, and creation. (§
374-376)
SWBAT articulate what is meant by original sin and the effects that it has had on
humanity. (§ 388, 389)
SWBAT recognize that original sin is a deprivation of original holiness and justice;
human nature has been wounded but not totally corrupted. (§ 405)
SWBAT discuss that God is in no way the cause of moral evil in the world. He permits
it, however, because he respects the freedom of his creatures and, mysteriously, knows
how to derive good from it. (311)
SWBAT illustrate how sin is present throughout human history. (§ 386)
SWBAT explain all people sin, but if we accept responsibility for our sins, God will
forgive us. (§ 1847)
St. Alphonus Rev RE Curriculum - 7th - Page 55

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.t.C2

SWBAT articulate that the Good News of Jesus is about God’s mercy to sinners.(§
1846)
I.A.4.u.C2
SWBAT illustrate how God calls each one of us to work with God and to help bring
about God’s Reign. (§ 307)
I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.C2

SWBAT examine the call to holiness for all Christians, in any state or walk of life. (§
2013)

I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.C2
I.A.6.b.C2
I.A.6.c.C2
I.A.6.d.C2

SWBAT discriminate between faith and religion. (§ 26, 28-29)
SWBAT express that faith as both a relationship with God and as freely choosing to
believe what has been revealed by God. (§ 150)
SWBAT define the word grace and explain that God is the source of grace in human
life. (§ 1996-1997, 1999-2000, 2005)
SWBAT give examples of the ways that we open ourselves to or close ourselves to
God’s grace. (§ 2001-2004)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.1.a.C2
I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.C2
I.B.4

SWBAT to locate the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.C2

I.C

SWBAT locate the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.

SWBAT pray, using the following psalms: 62, 148, 86

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.3 The local church
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I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.3 Seasons and feasts

II.B

Sacraments in general

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation

II.C

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.C2
III.A.1.b.C2
III.A.1.c.C2
III.A.1.d.C2
III.A.1.e.C2

SWBAT discuss what it means to live a moral life in light of the Gospels.
SWBAT recall that Jesus gave us two great commandments: the love of God and the
love of neighbor. (§ 2055)
SWBAT describe and give examples of a moral decision making process based on the
idea of discipleship. (§ 1691-1696,1698)
SWBAT give examples of how living the virtues can help one to live a moral life. (§
1805-1811)
SWBAT give examples of how using the gifts of the Holy Spirit can help one to live a
moral life. (§ 1830-1831)

III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.C2

SWBAT discriminate between what goes into a sound moral decision versus a poor
one. (§ 1755-1756,1786-1789, 1790-91)
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III.A.2.b.C2
III.A.2.c.C2
III.A.2.d.C2
III.A.2.e.C2
III.A.2.f.C2
III.A.2.g.C2
III.A.2.h.C2

SWBAT categorize and give examples of what constitutes a sinful choice. (§ 18491850, 1854-1860)
SWBAT critique how current choices that they make have an effect in their lives.
SWBAT understand that no sin is completely personal or private. All sin has a social
dimension. (§ 1868, 1869)
SWBAT classify acts are always wrong, no matter how good the end or intention. (§
1755, 1756)
SWBAT know that the capital sins are pride, greed, envy, anger, lust, gluttony and
laziness. SWBAT to describe why these are harmful to the Christian life. (§ 1866)
SWBAT illustrate the role of conscience in the life of a Christian. (§ 1776-1779, 17811782, 1783-1784)
SWBAT describe what goes into the formation of a sound conscience: knowing the
natural law, the guidance of the church, seeking the will of God in prayer.

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.C2
III.B.b.C2
III.B.c.C2
III.B.d.C2
III.B.e.C2
III.B.f.C2
III.B.g.C2
III.B.h.C2
III.B.i.C2
III.B.j.C2

III.B.k.C2
III.B.l.C2
III.B.m.C2
III.B.n.C2
III.B.o.C2
III.B.p.C2

SWBAT defend the need for and role of law in human life. (§ 1954-1960,1961ff,
1965ff)
SWBAT list and describe in their own words each of the Ten Commandments.
SWBAT categorize the commandments into those pertaining to God and to humans.
SWBAT communicate what respect and reverence for God entails. (§ 2884-2085,
2142-2144)
SWBAT the concept of idolatry - putting anything in the place of God. (§ 2113)
SWBAT defend why it is important for Christians to gather to worship on Sundays. (§
2169-2170, 2174, 2177)
SWBAT express what reverence for and obedience to parents entails. (§ 2204-2206,
2214-2218)
SWBAT illustrate that the fourth commandment also covers respect for other kinds of
authority, including teachers and government. (§ 2234)
SWBAT understand the church teaches that all human life is holy and must be
respected. (§ 1701-1706, 2261-2262)
SWBAT defend the Catholic teaching that prohibits any creation of an embryo which
may be destroyed, for example in in vitro fertilization, therapeutic cloning or for
purposes of experimentation.
SWBAT defend the Catholic teaching that prohibits direct abortion, euthanasia,
murder, and capital punishment. (§ 2268-2270,2277, 2266-2267)
SWBAT communicate the importance of respect for the truth. (§ 2467, 2469-2470,
2476, 2480-2485 )
SWBAT communicate the importance of respecting and preserving the reputations of
others. (§ 2477-2479)
SWBAT discuss why envy and jealousy can harm the human spirit. (§ 2538-2540)
SWBAT communicate the meaning of each Beatitude in his/her own words.
SWBAT explain how the life of a disciple is based upon the Beatitudes.
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III.B.q.C2

SWBAT list the precepts of the church and to explain why each one helps us in the
Christian life. (§ 2041-2043)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.C2

III.C.b.C2

SWBAT argue that respect for the dignity and rights of others means that Christians
must work to make sure that these are guaranteed for all people. (§ 1905-1912, 24192420, 2424,2426)
SWBAT understand that the political decisions of Christians cannot be separated from
their faith lives. (§ 2238-2242)

III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.C2
III.C.1.b.C2

III.C.1.c.C2
III.C.1.d.C2

SWBAT recognize justice with regards to property - to respect the property of others
and the rights of all to the basic necessities of life. (§ 2407-2409, 2426-2434)
SWBAT interpret that since Christians are joined to Christ, who had special concern for
the poor, that to serve the poor and to work for economic justice is part of our faith. (§
786, 2444)
SWBAT defind that it is the responsibility of the richer nations and people to help
make possible the development of poorer nations and people. (§ 2437-2439)
SWBAT propose ways that they can make a significant contribution (in their current
situation) to others in need.

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.2.a.C2
III.C.2.b.C2
III.C.2.c.C2

SWBAT conclude while legitimate defense is permitted, that Christians should work for
peace and to avoid war. (§ 2263-2264, 2302-2311)
SWBAT express how political choices lead to peace and to conflict.
SWBAT propose an appropriate model for resolving conflicts peacefully.

III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth
III.C.3.a.C2
III.C.3.b.C2
III.C.3.c.C2

SWBAT illustrate how we are called to be good stewards of the earth’s resources. (§
2415)
SWBAT communicate that while every person has a right to private property, the
material resources of the earth are for the common good. (§ 2403)
SWBAT argue that we have been given responsibility for creation, however we must
respect the integrity of creation and preserve it for future generations. (§ 2415)

III. D Sexuality
III.D.a.C2

SWBAT integrate into their lives the following about the church's teaching on sexuality
morality:
<
The importance of sexuality in the life of each person (§ 2332-2333)
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<
<
<
<

III.D.b.C2
III.D.c.C2
III.D.d.C2

The inherent goodness of sexuality (§ 2331)
Men and women are created equal (§ 2334-2335)
The importance of fidelity in relationships (§ 2364-2365, 2380-2381)
The importance of permanence and commitment in relationships (§ 16121617)
<
Respect for the feelings and bodies of others (§ 2273,2284, 2338)
<
All baptized persons are expected to lead a chaste life, according to their state
in life. (§ 2348)
<
The importance of sex in marriage - sexual intimacy in building a relationship (§
2360-2363)
<
Why the church believes that sexual relationships are reserved for marriage (§
2362-2363)
<
The relationship between sex and procreation (§ 2366-2367)
SWBAT compare and contrast that the church teaches that homosexual acts, as
distinguished from homosexual tendencies, are contrary to the natural law. (§ 2357)
SWBAT discuss that every sign of discrimination against homosexuals should be
avoided. (§ 2358)
SWBAT communicate boundaries in sexual expression and how they can be
maintained before marriage.

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.d.C2
IV.B.e.C2

SWBAT understand that the Holy Spirit teaches us how to pray. (§ 2650, 2652)
SWBAT give examples of the ideal that Christians should pray always; prayer is a
necessity of Christian life. (§ 2757)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.C2

SWBAT relate how God is able to help us in moral decisions if we ask for help. (§
1692, 1695-1696, 2822-2827 )

IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.C2 SWBAT memorize the prayer Come Holy Spirit.
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Module Two: Jesus and Discipleship
I- Section one of the Catechism
I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.C2
I.A.1.b.C2
I.A.1.c.C2
I.A.1.d.C2
I.A.1.e.C2

SWBAT discriminate that revelation is gradual, and that God is revealed in word and
deed. (§ 53)
SWBAT articulate that God’s reveals himself and his love for us, while remaining a
mystery. (§ 206)
SWBAT communicate that we depend upon Scripture and Tradition as sources of
revelation. (§ 81-82)
SWBAT understand that the teaching authority of the church ultimately determines the
interpretation of Scripture. (§ 85)
SWBAT express how all members of the church have the responsibility to help pass on
the revelation on which we base our faith. (§ 91)

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.C2
I.A.4.b.C2
I.A.4.c.C2
I.A.4.d.C2
I.A.4.e.C2
I.A.4.f.C2
I.A.4.g.C2
I.A.4.h.C2

I.A.4.i.C2

SWBAT describe why Jesus is the ultimate sign of God’s grace. (§ 456-460)
SWBAT communicate that since humanity is under the influence of original sin, all are
in need of the salvation offered in Jesus. (§ 422-682)
SWBAT know that in Hebrew, Jesus means “God saves.” (§ 430)
SWBAT know that the word “Christ” comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew
Messiah, which means, “anointed.” (§ 436)
SWBAT describe how that the Old Testament suggests, and the New Testament
reveals, the work of the Son and Spirit. (§ 292)
SWBAT appraise the importance of Jesus in human history.
SWBAT define the word incarnation. (§ 461-463)
SWBAT express the following teachings about Jesus:
•
Truly God and truly human (§ 469)
•
The second person in the Trinity (§ 468)
•
Co-eternal with God (§ 423-424)
•
His death redeemed humanity (§ 599-605)
•
He rose from the dead (§ 638-646)
•
He remains present with the church (§ 669)
SWBAT explain that by giving to Jesus the divine title “Lord,” the Church has affirmed
from its beginning that the power, honor, and glory due to God the Father are due to
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I.A.4.j.C2
I.A.4.k.C2
I.A.4.l.C2
I.A.4.m.C2
I.A.4.n.C2
I.A.4.o.C2
I.A.4.p.C2
I.A.4.q.C2
I.A.4.r.C2

I.A.4.s.C2

Jesus. (§ 449)
SWBAT define the word redemption, and express how we are the redeemed. (§ 602603, 605)
SWBAT argue that Christ did not live his life for himself but for us, from his incarnation
to his death and resurrection. (§ 519)
SWBAT defend that in all of his life Jesus presents himself as our model who invites us
to become his disciples and follow him. (§ 520)
SWBAT interpret what it means to follow Jesus in today's society.
SWBAT give concrete examples of discipleship.
SWBAT compare what it means to call Mary the mother of Jesus and the mother of
God. (§ 495)
SWBAT discuss that Jesus’ mission was to begin the Reign of God, fulfilling God’s will.
(§ 541)
SWBAT describe that everyone is called to enter the kingdom, especially the poor and
lowly and sinners. (§ 543-545)
SWBAT discuss that Jesus did not come to abolish all evils here on earth, but to free us
from the gravest slavery, sin, which interferes with our vocation as God’s children and
causes all forms of human slavery. (§ 549)
SWBAT defend the Christian belief that Jesus conquered sin and death through his
own death and resurrection. (§ 601)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.e.C2

SWBAT debate the importance of the "existential questions" - who are we and why are
we here? (§ 27, 30-35)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.C2
I.B.1.b.C2
I.B.1.c.C2
I.B.1.d.C2

SWBAT describe that Catholics accept the Old and New Testaments as equally the
Word of God. (§ 123)
SWBAT explain that God inspired the human authors of the Bible. (§ 106)
SWBAT communicate that God speaks to us in Scripture in a human way. The authors
were bound by their time and culture. (§ 109)
SWBAT assess that in order to understand Scripture correctly, we must take into
account the time, place, intention and attitudes of the writers. (§ 110)

I.B.2

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament

I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.C2

SWBAT describe how the synoptics (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) follow the same basic
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I.B.3.b.C2
I.B.3.c.C2
I.B.3.d.C2

I.B.3.e.C2
I.B.3.f.C2
I.B.3.g.C2
I.B.3.h.C2
I.B.3.i.C2
I.B.3.j.C2
I.B.3.k.C2
I.B.3.l.C2
I.B.3.m.C2

I.B.3.n.C2
I.B.3.o.C2
I.B.3.p.C2
I.B.3.q.C2
I.B.3.r.C2
I.B.3.s.C2
I.B.3.t.C2
I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.b.C2

I.C

outline, and that John is written in a different format.
SWBAT differentiate between the focus and themes of each gospel.
SWBAT read one Gospel in depth, and compare it to the general themes of the other
three.
SWBAT identify passages in Scripture which tell about Jesus as the Messiah:
<
Isaiah 42:1-7
<
Matthew 16:13-20
<
John 1:1-14
SWBAT examine passages in Scripture which describe the incarnation, especially
Philippians 2:5-11.
SWBAT describe the social and political situation in Palestine during Jesus' lifetime.
SWBAT compare Jesus' mission to Jewish expectations of the Messiah.
SWBAT to provide an outline of Jesus' life and mission.
SWBAT compare Jesus' teaching was similar to traditional Jewish teaching and ethics.
SWBAT compare and contrast Jesus' teaching when it departs from traditional Jewish
teaching.
SWBAT to give examples of parables by telling them in their own words.
SWBAT describe how Jesus used the parables.
SWBAT explain that Jesus’ death was not the fault of all Jews at the time, nor of any
Jews who have lived since that time. The Jewish leaders were against him and the
Romans executed him. (§ 597)
SWBAT explain why Jesus was crucified in terms of the contemporary political
situation.
SWBAT recount the Passion in their own words.
SWBAT tell the Resurrection narratives in their own words.
SWBAT describe how women disciples were the first messengers of the resurrection,
particularly Mary Magdalene. (§ 641)
SWBAT conclude that the disciples came to believe in the Resurrection because of the
empty tomb and their encounter with the Risen Jesus. (§ 640, 641)
SWBAT explain that Christ’s Resurrection was not a return to earthly life. In his risen
body he passes from the state of death to another life beyond time and space. (§ 646)
SWBAT list at least five of the letters in the Christian Scriptures.

SWBAT utilize Ignatian meditation (imaginative prayer) with the stories of the Gospels.

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.C2

SWBAT explain that it is the mission of the Church is to evangelize all peoples. (§ 848,
849)

I.C.2 The universal church
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I.C.3 The local church
I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.C2

Students will know the stories of the following saints and connect them to the following
aspects of the Christian life:
<
<
<
<

Dominic Savio - providing a good example for one’s friends and companions.
Chiara Luce - living out the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Alphonsa - choosing Christ and one’s vocation
Pedro Calungsod - sharing the life of Christ with others

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
II.A.3 Seasons and feasts

II.B

Sacraments in general

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation

II.C

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.3 Penitence and mercy
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III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.C Social morality in general
III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth

III.D Sexuality

IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.C2

SWBAT conclude that even private prayer is joined with the whole church, since we
are all connected by our baptism and through the Holy Spirit. (§ 2655)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.C2
IV.B.b.C2
IV.B.c.C2

SWBAT evaluate how Jesus is a model for prayer. (§ 2599-2615)
SWBAT express how the Our Father sums up what Jesus taught and how he lived. (§
2761-2764)
SWBAT analyze each of the seven petitions in the Our Father and how they are a
model for how and for what we should pray. (§ 2803 ff)

IV.B.1 How to pray

IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
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Eighth Grade Goals and Objectives

CONFIRMATION THREE

The Eighth Grade curriculum has four goals: 1) to provide a review of what membership in the church
means; 2) to provide a review of what Catholics believe; 3) to provide a catechesis about discipleship
and life in the Spirit (cf § 1309); 4) to provide immediate preparation for the sacrament of
Confirmation.
Thematic Units for Confirmation III / Eighth Grade
Integration of Eighth Grade / Confirmation Three with the parish program for Confirmation
preparation

I-

Section one of the Catechism

I.A

Learning about the Creed

I.A.1 Revelation
I.A.1.a.C3

SWBAT express and compare the reality that God’s reveals himself and his love for us,
while remaining a mystery. (§ 206)

I.A.2 Trinity - Father, Son, Spirit
I.A.2.a.C3
I.A.2.b.C3

I.A.2.c.C3

SWBAT outline the articles in the Nicene Creed and be able to explain why the early
church wrote this statement of belief. (§ 190ff,)
SWBAT explain that the Nicene Creed comes to us from the great Councils of Nicea
and Constantinople; it is prayed every Sunday at Mass. It remains common to all the
great Churches of both East and West to this day. (§ 195)
SWBAT communicate the church's belief that in the Trinity God is revealed as three
distinct persons. (§ 202, 249-256)

I.A.3 Creation and ourselves in creation
I.A.3.a.C3
I.A.3.b.C3
I.A.3.c.C3
I.A.3.d.C3
I.A.3.e.C3
I.A.3.f.C3

SWBAT describe that God created each of us in his own image with a soul, intellect,
and free will. (§ 1711)
SWBAT discuss and give examples of our responsibility for our actions. (§ 1734, 1736)
SWBAT recognize that because of our human freedom, we can reject the life that God
offers. (§ 679)
SWBAT understand that God wills everyone to be saved. (§ 1057)
SWBAT explain that we cannot earn God’s grace or love or gain salvation by working
for it; it is a gift. (§ 1992, 1998)
SWBAT describe that God gives us only one life, unique and unrepeatable; there is no
reincarnation. (§ 1013)
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I.A.3.g.C3
I.A.3.h.C3
I.A.3.i.C3

SWBAT describe that God calls each one of us by name, and thus our names are
sacred. (§ 2158)
SWBAT defend that when we die in God’s grace and friendship, we will live for ever
with Christ in heaven. (§ 1023, 1024)
SWBAT articulate the Catholic view of death and the afterlife. (§ 1020-1037)

I.A.4 Jesus as savior and redeemer
I.A.4.a.C3

I.A.4.b.C3
I.A.4.c.C3

SWBAT understand that Jesus is inseparably true God and true man. He is truly the Son
of God who, without ceasing to be God and Lord, became a human being and our
brother. (§ 469)
SWBAT discuss the place of Jesus in their own lives and their relationship to him as
both Lord and brother.
SWBAT defend that the church believes that the mystery of Christ’s resurrection was a
real historical event verified by witnesses. (§ 639; 1 Corinthians 15:3-7)

I.A.5 The life of the Spirit
I.A.5.a.C3
I.A.5.b.C3
I.A.5.c.C3
I.A.5.d.C3
I.A.5.e.C3
I.A.5.f.C3
I.A.5.g.C3

SWBAT illustrate how the Holy Spirit is the bond of love between the Father and the
Son. (§ 245)
SWBAT explain in their own words what is meant by "The Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life." (§ 703)
SWBAT give examples of the actions of the Holy Spirit in guiding the church and in
their individual lives. (§ 243, 739, 798, 1299)
SWBAT memorize the gifts of the Spirit and be able to give examples of how they can
make use of them in daily life. (§ 1831)
SWBAT list and describe the fruits of the Spirit. (§ 1832)
SWBAT give illustrations of the symbols associated with the Spirit. (§ 694-701)
SWBAT describe some examples of the work of the Holy Spirit.

I.A.6 What it means to believe
I.A.6.a.C3
I.A.6.b.C3
I.A.6.c.C3

SWBAT articulate their own perception of God.
SWBAT discuss how the church describes God. (§ 41-43, 200-202, 240-246)
SWBAT describe that God created us to desire God. The longing or dissatisfaction that
we feel is only satisfied by God. (§ 27)

I.B

Learning about the Scripture

I.B.1

Scripture in general - its purpose and structure

I.B.1.a.C3

I.B.2

SWBAT discuss that Catholics do not have a literal, fundamentalist interpretation of
Scripture.

Ideas and stories in the Old Testament
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I.B.3

Ideas and stories in the New Testament

I.B.3.a.C3

SWBAT show familiarity with and be able to discuss the following passages in the New
Testament:
<
Final judgement (Matthew 25)
<
Miracle of the loaves and the fishes (John 6)
<
Bread of Life discourse (John 6)
<
Image of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12)
<
Importance of baptism (Romans 6:3-11)
<
Role of Spirit (Romans 8)
<
Teaching on the Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:12-17)
<
Gospel equality (Galatians 3:26-29)
<
Need to care for others (James 2:8-26)
<
Teaching on the church (1 Peter 2:4-10)

I.B.3.b.C3

SWBAT show familiarity with and be able to discuss the Acts of the Apostles, with
particular emphasis on:
<
The Ascension
<
Pentecost
<
The initial preaching of the apostles, especially Peter
<
The martyrdom of Stephen
<
The conversion of Paul
<
The baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch by Phillip
<
Peter’s inclusion of the Gentiles
<
The early ministry of Paul
<
The council of Jerusalem
<
Paul’s later ministry and journeys

I.B.4

Prayer in Scripture and using Scripture for prayer

I.B.4.a.C3

I.C

SWBAT pray, using the following psalms: 121, 139, 27

Learning about the Church

I.C.1 The structure and meaning of the church
I.C.1.a.C3
I.C.1.b.C3
I.C.1.c.C3
I.C.1.d.C3
I.C.1.e.C3

SWBAT characterize the church as a community of disciples, as a worshiping
community and as an institution. (§ 771, 787-789, 752, 880-882)
SWBAT describe what is meant by the church as the Body of Christ, not only gathered
around him, but united in him as his body. (§ 787)
SWBAT examine and identify how the church, in her doctrine, life, and liturgy hands
on to every generation all that it is and believes (Tradition.) (§ 95)
SWBAT demonstrate that there are other ways to holiness and truth outside the
Catholic Church, but that the fullness of holiness and truth is in the church. (§ 819)
SWBAT define one, holy, catholic, and apostolic as the marks of the church. (§ 811 ff)
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I.C.1.f.C3

SWBAT define the word catholic and will be able to discuss what this means for church
membership. (§ 830-831)

I.C.2 The universal church
I.C.2.a.C3
I.C.2.b.C3
I.C.2.c.C3
I.C.2.d.C3
I.C.2.e.C3
I.C.2.f.C3
I.C.2.g.C3
I.C.2.h.C3
I.C.2.i.C3
I.C.2.j.C3
I.C.2.k.C3
I.C.2.l.C3
I.C.2.m.C3

SWBAT explain the church's mission in the world. (§ 831, 849-865, 897-913)
SWBAT define the term ministry and give examples of it in action.
SWBAT illustrate the importance of leadership and ministry within the church. (§
1549, 1562)
SWBAT describe the forms of formal and informal ministry in the church.
SWBAT examine and describe the ways that they minister in the church.
SWBAT describe how people can become professional/ordained ministers.
SWBAT relate how saints are canonized.
SWBAT define the word martyr.
SWBAT explain how the early church was formed by their experience of the
Resurrection and Pentecost.
SWBAT report how the early church expanded its membership beyond Palestine and
the Jewish world.
SWBAT discuss what we mean by saying the church is a community.
SWBAT give examples of how the church is a mixture of human weakness and
holiness.
SWBAT recognize and give examples of the church's role to challenge the values of
contemporary world. (§ 1886-1889)

I.C.3 The local church
I.C.4 Belonging to the church
I.C.4.a.C3
I.C.4.b.C3

SWBAT define what is meant by the term evangelization. (§ 848-849)
SWBAT describe how they can be evangelizers. (§ 904-905)

I.C.5 Communion of saints and Mary
I.C.5.a.C3
I.C.5.b.C3

SWBAT explain what is meant by "the communion of saints." (§ 948, 956-957)
SWBAT illustrate how Mary is a model for the church ( faith, love and union with
Christ) and her role/our role to be bearers of the Word of God. (§ 273,964, 967, 972,
2030)

II- Section two of the Catechism
II.A

Ritual and celebration

II.A.1 The mass
II.A.2 Other forms of public worship and devotions
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II.A.3 Seasons and feasts

II.B

Sacraments in general

III.B.a.C3
III.B.b.C3
III.B.c.C3
III.B.d.C3

SWBAT describe in their own words the importance of the sacraments in the life of the
church. (§ 1113-1119,1123 )
SWBAT deduce and describe how the whole liturgical life of the Church revolves
around the eucharistic sacrifice and the sacraments. (§ 1113)
SWBAT explain why the Church teaches that, for believers, the sacraments are
necessary for gaining eternal life with God in heaven. (§ 1129)
SWBAT articulate that because Christ is at work in the sacraments, they “work”
regardless of how holy the priest is. (§ 1128)

II.B.1 Sacraments of initiation
III.B.1.a.C3

SWBAT explain how the sacraments of initiation are the foundation for every Christian
life. (§ 1212)
III.B.1.b.C3 SWBAT describe how the Order of Christian Initiation operates. (§ 1212, 1229-1230,
1232-1233, 1235-1244)
III.B.1.c.C3 SWBAT demonstrate why the baptismal promises shape our lives as Christians. (§ 189,
197, 1254)
III.B.1.d.C3 SWBAT connect baptism to the forgiveness of sin. (§ 1263-1264)
III.B.1.e.C3 SWBAT discuss the baptismal theology that Christians die and are born again. (§ 1227,
Rom 6:3-11)
III.B.1.f.C3 SWBAT describe the symbols of baptism and their inner meaning. (§ 1234-1241)
III.B.1.g.C3 SWBAT to repeat the prayer that goes with the anointing with chrism in baptism and
be able describe how this defines the Christian vocation. (§ 1241, 783-786)
III.B.1.h.C3 SWBAT discuss confirmation as the sealing by the Holy Spirit. (§ 1295-1296)
III.B.1.i.C3
SWBAT be able to recall that confirmation completes baptism. (§ 1306)
III.B.1.j.C3
SWBAT understand that confirmation is not a sacrament of “adulthood” but of full
membership in the church.
III.B.1.k.C3 SWBAT describe that confirmation is given only once it makes an indelible mark our
souls. (§ 1304)
III.B.1.l.C3
SWBAT describe from their own experience that being confirmed means belonging to
the Church of Jesus Christ, the universal Church as well as the parish community. (§
1309)
III.B.1.m.C3 SWBAT interpret what is meant by the statement that the “Eucharist is the source and
summit of the Christian life.” (§ 1324-1327)
III.B.1.n.C3 SWBAT describe the Eucharist in their own words as “thanksgiving and praise to the
Father, the sacrificial memorial of Christ and his Body, the presence of Christ by the
power of his word and of his Spirit.” (§ 1358)
III.B.1.o.C3 SWBAT know that the term “real presence” means that Christ is fully present in the
Eucharist. (§ 1377-1378)
III.B.1.p.C3 SWBAT define the word transubstantiation. (§ 1376)
III.B.1.q.C3 SWBAT describe the fruits of receiving the Eucharist and discuss how these are
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III.B.1.r.C3

incorporated into their own lives. (§ 1391-1397)
SWBAT communicate how the meaning of the Eucharist - thanksgiving, the presence of
Christ, sharing of Christ’s life - can be lived out by Christians in their daily lives. (§
1359, 1362,1364, 1369-1370, 1373)

II.B.2 Sacraments of healing
III.B.2.a.C3
III.B.2.b.C3
III.B.2.c.C3
III.B.2.d.C3
III.B.2.e.C3
III.B.2.f.C3

SWBAT explain why Christians always are in the process of conversion. (§ 1427-1429)
SWBAT to demonstrate how taking responsibility and repentance are part of growing in
the Christian life. (§ 1450)
SWBAT communicate how the sacrament of reconciliation is a way to experience
God’s forgiveness and grace.
SWBAT explain that the mission and power to forgive sins is Christ’s gift to the Church.
(§ 982-983)
SWBAT describe when and how the sacrament of reconciliation is celebrated in the
parish.
SWBAT explain that Catholics should confess their sins at least once a year if they have
committed any serious sin. (§ 1457)

II.B.3 Sacraments of vocation
III.B.3.a.C3
III.B.3.b.C3
III.B.3.c.C3
III.B.3.d.C3
III.B.3.e.C3

II.C

SWBAT describe marriage as a commitment for life. (§ 1613-1616, 1646-1648)
SWBAT articulate that Christian marriage is a union between a man and a woman with
Christ. They discover God’s grace in their lives through each other. (§1612-1613)
SWBAT to describe the requirements for Catholics when they marry. (§1621-1637)
SWBAT to discuss what are the qualities of a successful marriage. (§ 1643-1658)
SWBAT understand when a marriage fails, it may never have been a sacramental
marriage and that an annulment through the church is possible. The partners are then
free to re-marry. (§ 1648-1651)

Sacramentals

III- Section Three of the Catechism
III.A Ourselves as moral beings
III.A.a.C3
III.A.b.C3
III.A.c.C3
III.A.d.C3
III.A.e.C3

SWBAT illustrate how to make sound, moral adult choices. (§ 1786-1789)
SWBAT articulate how we form our conscience in light of the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
witness of other people, Scripture and the teaching of the Church. (1785)
SWBAT describe how the teaching office of the church communicates our moral
principles. (§ 2032)
SWBAT demonstrate by example what is meant by free will. (§ 1731)
SWBAT demonstrate the correlation between personal responsibility and how God
expects us to exercise it. (§ 1732-1738)
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III.A.1 Being a disciple - living the virtues
III.A.1.a.C3

SWBAT demonstrate examples of how the virtues and gifts and fruits of the Spirit help
one to live the Christian life. (§ 1803-1832)

III.A.2 Sin and grace / Right and wrong
III.A.2.a.C3
III.A.2.b.C3

SWBAT describe sin as turning away from God and damaging one’s relationship with
God. (§ 1849)
SWBAT apply Christian decision-making principles to various situations.

III.A.3 Penitence and mercy
III.A.3.a.C3
III.A.3.b.C3

SWBAT describe what is meant by God’s mercy. (§ 1846-1848)
SWBAT describe what is meant by God’s grace. (§ 1996-2005)

III.B Beatitudes, laws and precepts
III.B.a.C3

SWBAT illustrate what it means to live the Great Commandments and how they
summarize the Ten Commandments. (§ 2052-2055)

III.C Social morality in general
III.C.a.C3
III.C.b.C3

SWBAT plan and execute various service projects which work to help the poor.
SWBAT discuss that social justice is rooted in the dignity of the human person. (§
1929-1933)

III.C.1 Social morality - the poor
III.C.1.a.C3

SWBAT discuss and give practical examples of our solidarity with others and the need
to share our goods with others. (§ 1939-1941)

III.C.2 Social morality - life and death/ peace and war
III.C.3 Stewardship and care for the earth

III.D Sexuality
III.D.a.C3
III.D.b.C3
III.D.c.C3

Students will know that the Catholic church teaches that sexual expression must be
open to the possibility of creating new life. (§1652-1654)
Students will be able to discuss how the Christian attitude to sexuality and marriage is
counter-cultural.
Students will be able to discuss ways to maintain their own integrity and chastity in the
face of peer pressure and cultural influences.
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IV- Section four of the Catechism
IV.A Prayer in the life of the church
IV.A.a.C3
IV.A.b.C3

SWBAT demonstrate how and why Christians pray to God in the name of Jesus. (§
2664)
SWBAT differentiate the many different styles of prayer and spiritualities that have
developed over the centuries and be able to demonstrate how they all share in the
living tradition of the church and are all ways to God. (§ 2684)

IV.B Prayer in the life of the Christian
IV.B.a.C3
IV.B.b.C3
IV.B.c.C3
IV.B.d.C3

SWBAT explain how prayer expresses and deepens our relationship with God. (§ 2565)
SWBAT demonstrate how and why prayer is an important part of the daily life of every
Christian. (§ 2660)
SWBAT correlate that we are able to pray because God’s love draws us to God. (§
2658)
SWBAT illustrate how prayer arises out of faith, hope, and love. (§ 2656, 2657, 2658)

IV.B.1 How to pray
IV.B.1.a.C3

IV.B.1.b.C3

SWBAT describe and compose different forms of prayer:
<
Blessing and Adoration
<
Petition
<
Intercession
<
Thanksgiving
<
Praise
SWBAT use lectio divina as a method of prayer

IV.B.2 Traditional prayers
IV.B.2.a.C3

Students will learn the prayer Come Holy Spirit.
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